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on of hands of Mor Jacob, bishop of Anazarba. He served the patriarchate for eleven years and seven
months and passed away on Wednesday of Passion Week, April 25. He was buried in the Eastern
Monastery. He ordained thirty-two bishops.

In this time, Gregotius the logician (rhetotician) of the Monastery of Mor Shila was ordained as
bishop for Claudia and Melitene; Cyril from the Edessa Mountain was ordained for Jerusalem; Philoxenus
from the Monastery of Euspholis was ordained for Edessa; and Iyawannis from the Monastery of Mor
Barsoum in the province of Samosata, for Amid.

In the year 1247 (A.D. 936), Yuhanon from the Monastery of the Solitaries in the Black Mountain,
was ordained a patriarch on Sunday, August 8 in the town of Tal’ada in the province of Antioch, by the
laying on of hands of Mor Athanasius, bishop of Tarsus. He served the patriarchate for nineteen years and
ten months. He passed away on July 3 in the same monastery. End of the narrative of the fathers.

Chapter Three: On the commencement of the reign of Romanus, king (emperor) of the Romans.
During his reign three weak Tayoye (Arab) caliphs were set up and the Romans were emboldened
and seized Tayoye (Arab) towns; the establishment of two monasteries in this period

During the reign of Romanus (I Lecapenus) over the Romans, Simon the Bulgarian attacked
Constantinople once more. He burned by fire the countries of Thrace and Macedonia. He laid siege against
Adrianople and choked it. Its inhabitants, suffering from hunger, surrendered it to him. Romanus wanted to
reconcile with him by gifts and cunning. Simon stipulated to meet the emperor first and then discuss peace.
The emperor prepared a suitable place, and the two met on a boat on the sea. Both expressed perfect love.
When the Romans secured the tranquility of the western front, they set their faces towards the east'””® where
the regions of Cappadocia, Armenia, Beth Nahtin (Mesopotamia), Syria, Palestine, Jerusalem and Antioch
were subject to the Tayoye (Arabs) since they captured them in the time of Umor ibn al-Khattab, the third
Arab caliph (from Muhammad), and in the time of Heraclius, emperor of the Romans, that is, from the year
950 of the Greeks (A.D. 639) to 1268 (A.D. 957), a period of 368 years. As the caliphs of the Tayoye
(Arabs) Abu al-Abbas and his successors were weak and cowards who engaged in dancing, entertainment
and immoral practices, the Tayoye (Arab) state began to falter. For those who pursue lust will lose even their
physical prowess. It is said that the soul that is defiled with evil, loses its discretion. Thus, the Tayoye
(Arabs, Muslims) having become weak, wete overwhelmed by the Romans and expelled them; the Tayoye
(Arabs) could not meet them in war.

In this petiod, a2 mighty man and an experienced warrior named Cyriacus, (John Curcuas, general
under Romanus) appeared among the Romans. He came to Melitene in the fertile Lesser Armenia in the
province of Cappadocia. Melitene was surrounded by two walls and a moat filled with water. He laid siege
against it for four years but could not capture it by military force. Distressed by hunger, the inhabitants sent
an envoy to the caliph asking for help. They promised that if the caliph did not send help, they would
surrender the city. The Romans gave them forty days respite. However, when the envoy left Melitene, the
Romans seized him, and he, fearing death, pledged to deliver the city to them. He concocted a stratagem as
follows: He carried a message in his hand and entered the city. He said (to the inhabitants), “I went to the
caliph of the Tayoye (Arabs) and this is his letter. The caliph will soon send troops, and they have sent me
to inform you of their departure. So, you should open the gates when they atrive, in order to enter the city,
have rest and then drive the Romans out.” With these words, he pacified them and pretended he would go
out to bring in the Tayoye (Arab) troops. Instead, he went to the Romans and informed them of his
stratagem. He led their forces, which wete in arms and came at night pretending that he had come from a
place very distant form the Roman camp. The Romans moved and their trumpets sounded the shouts of
war. Those who were ready reached the northern gate at night. The gates opened and they entered the city
and seized the gates and the walls. In the morning, the entire Roman force entered in the city, but they did
not kill any Tayoye (Arabs) because they had sworn to the envoy not to do so. However, when the Tayoye

1978For a thorough analysis of these events, see Ostrogotsky, History of the Byzantine State, 231-241; Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, pp.
161-162.
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(Arabs) departed the city, they regretted not killing them for fear that they might come back. However,
accepting a worthless counsel, they destroyed the walls of the city leaving breaches in them. They
transported some Tayoye (Arabs) to Theodosiopolis in Armenia. The morale of the mighty Cytiacus was
strengthened, and he seized, with his brothet’s help, Pesilin in the province of Kharshana (Charsianon),
Hisn Mansur, Kesum and the entire region of Cilicia.”””

In this period, the Greeks controlled Antioch, all of Syria, Palestine and Jerusalem, especially since
the Tayoye (Arabs) were in a state of fright. Then the Romans laid siege against Edessa and threated it with
war. During the siege, a Muslim named Ibn Hamdan® assembled an army and came to Melitene, which
was ruined, spoiled it and all of Cappadocia.

While Edessa was under siege, its inhabitants sent an envoy to Emperor Romanus saying, “If you lift
the siege from the city, we will give you the precious kerchief which the Savior Jesus sent to the believing
King Abgar.” The emperor agteed, and when they handed him the kerchief, he removed the Romans
outside the boundaries of Edessa."® It is said that this emperor is the one who forced the Edessans to hand
him the kerchief.

In this time John Curcuas, captain of the host, died and another one from the emperor race named
Tzimisces, nicknamed John (969-976), was appointed in his place, and he gained great renown. Before his
death, Romanus handed the kingdom to Constantine (VII Porphyrogenitus, 913-959) who was born in the
purple (from the royal family) and who was his son-in-law.""®

In this petiod, Mor Basilius form the Monastery of Qartmin (the Monastery of Mor Gabriel), was
ordained a metropolitan for Takrit and the east; Joseph from the Monastery of Mor Barsoum was ordained
a metropolitan for Amid; Abraham from the Pillar Monastery or the Monastery of Tal’ada, was ordained a
metropolitan for Edessa; Iyawannis for Melitene; and Jeremiah for Jerusalem.

In the year 1165 of the Greeks (A.D. 854), in the time of the Emperor Romanus, Mor Iyawannis
was summoned from the Monastery of the Pillar in Qurzhil, situated on the River Afrin. He was set up as
patriarch of Antioch in the town of Tal’ada on Sunday, July 16 by the laying on of hands of Jacob, bishop of
al-Raqqa. He served the patriarchate for two years and six and a half months. He ordained ten bishops and
passed away on the last Friday of Januaty, and was buried in the Monastery of Mor Solomon in Duluk
(Doliche). In his time, Mor Iliyya (Elijah) from the Monastery of Zuqnin was ordained as bishop for
Melitene.

In this petiod, Mor Dionysius from the Monastery of Qartmin was ordained a patriarch on Sunday,
November 28 in the town of Tal’ada itself by the laying on of the hand Mor Jacob, bishop of al-Raqqa. He
served the patriarchate for two years and six months. He died on Sunday, June 2 and was buried at the
Monastery of Qartmin. He ordained eight bishops. In his time and the time of Mor Ilyya, bishop of
Melitene, the Monastery of Sergisiyya and the Monastery of Bar Jaji were established. This book contains
some of their chronicles. The chronicle written by Li’azar son of the brother of rabban (monk) David from
the same monastery begins from the day the Monastery of Sergisiyya was established on the confines of
Jubas. It was built by 2 man named Gayasa, 2 Persian from the city of Oshnouk. He was renowned for his
noble origin, good looks and piety. However, being unable to conceal his excellences in his native town, he
sojourned from one place to the other until he reached the bank of the Euphrates and dwelt in 2 monastery
near the village of Tourshana. From there he moved to the country of Claudia and built a monastery near
the town of Gregoriana. Shortly afterwards, three monks came from the Monastery of Mor Hananya (the
Z2’faran Monastery) in Mardin. They were Noah, Sawera (Severus) and Emmanuel. They did not desire to
remain there but moved to the confines of Jubas, and the natives of the country rejoiced to see them. There
they found a place suitable for 2 monastery in which lived few men with their cattle. Since the monks liked

1979 Cf. Ostrogorsky, 1bid. 244-246.
1980 He is Sayf al-Dawla Ali ibn Abd Allah ibn Hamdan. See Philip Hitti, History of the Arabs, 1970), 457-458; Ostrogorsky, 244-
245.

1981 Qstrogorsky, 245-246.

1982 A _A. Vasiliev, 1, 302 and Ostrogorsky, 260-264.
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that spot, the natives ejected the men who were living in it and their cattle. They took Mor Gayasa to the
governor, the protosaphaire (Head of the Royal Court) Mor Joseph, known as Goumaya. Joseph welcomed
them, and they built 2 monastery. Gayasa, the monks and John who were akin to him, exerted great effort in
building the monastery. When it was completed, they called it Sergisiyya in commemoration of the name of
the two martyrs, Sergius and Bacchus, some of whose relics they had with them. This event was done in the
time of the Patriarch Dionysius and Mor Iliyya, metropolitan of Melitene and Jubas, who was called from
the Monastery of Zugnin in the year 1269 of the Greeks (A.D. 958).

When the Monastery of Sergisiyya gained renown, Mor Yuhanon (John) the ascetic of the Edessa
Mountain came to settle in it. As they (Mor Gayasa and the monks) adorned its church, which was built with
bricks and wood and different ornaments, they, kindled by love, invited Mor Yuhanon, the disciple of Mor
Marun, to the monastery. Mor Yuhanon had received high education at the hand of Amagim, the son of the
great Edessa Mountain. He became well versed in logic, profane knowledge, and in the Holy Scriptures. He
was adorned with virtues and holiness, and when he began to teach, he gained greater reputation than all his
contemporaries did and his fame spread far and wide. Then the monk-priest David, son of the aunt of
Yuhanon (John) the Nazirite, and the priest Musa attended the monastery. After Gayas spent twelve years as
an archimandrite, he felt that his end was nigh. He called unto him John the ascetic, John the disciple of
Marun, and his disciple Iliyya (Elijah), to whom Gayasa trusted the administration of the monastery by
proxy, and then departed this life in peace. He was buried in the southern portico of the church overlooking
the north. After Iliyya (Elijah) became the archimandrite of the monastery, and the number of monks
increased, he pulled down the church and enlarged it, furnishing it with household effects, books, gold and
silver vessels. Joseph, the governor of the region, helped with donations. Later in his life, he became a
monk. Iliyya (Elijah) appointed John, the ascetic, monk as his deputy. When the monastery became famous
for science, knowledge, exposition of the Sctiptures and the debates with John, the disciple of Marun, it was
attended by many to be educated. In fact, no one was seen at the monastery without holding a book to read,
and the monastery housed many books. In addition, many calligraphers flourished in this monastery.
Patriarch Yuhanon (John) known as Sarigta (he of the mat, saddlecloth) came to the monastery and decided
to stay in it, but the envious heretics forced him to leave.

John, the ascetic, and David, son of his aunt, became monks on the same day. Together they
received the priesthood, lived in the same cell, and died in the same week. We mention this in order that,
because of them, all people may praise God. Musa (Moses), the companion of John, the ascetic, lived four
years after him. When he sensed that he was going to die, he dug his grave with his own hands. A day after
he finished the digging, he died. Also died in the same monastery the priest David, and Iliyya (Elijah) the
archimandrite who loved the wilderness, and the said John was appointed an archimandrite in his place. He
took with him Mor Denha, bishop of Samosata, and went on traveling. They visited the people known for
virtue in Syria, Beth Nahrin and Phoenicia. They went to Jerusalem and performed the pilgrimage. Then
they went to the Egyptian wilderness and returned to Syria after two years. Bishop Denha concluded his life
in the Black Mountain near Antioch. Iliyya returned to the monastery (Sergisiyya) where he passed away.

On the Monastery of Bar Jaji

Eutychus, patrician of the region, urged Yuhanon (John), the disciple of Marun, to accompany him
and adorn the monastery, which he had bought and rebuilt in the region. Eutychus, also called Kulaib, had a
man from Takrit called rabban (monk, teacher) Iliyya (Elijah) Bar Jaji dwell in the monastery. But he passed
away before the completion of the monastery. Then, the patrician forced Mor Yuhanon to complete the
building and ornamentation of the monastery, and adorning it with his teachings. Mor Yuhanon responded
and built in the monastery a church in the name of the Forty Martyrs (of Sebastea) and cells in the interior.
He called it Bar Jaji after the name of Bar Jaji who had acquired it. Many monks attended the monastery,
and their number increased to one hundred-twenty. They were educated by Mor Yuhanon in religious
sciences. After spending twelve years in the monastery, Mor Yuhanon desired the solitary life. He departed
at night, crossed the Euphrates River and went up to the place called the Blessed Mountain where Mor
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Ahrun (Aaron) had built 2 monastery. When the brethren learned of what he did, they went to seek him, but
he refused to go back to the Monastery of Bar Jaji. When the monks of the Monastery of Sergisiyya learned
this, they went to bring him back to their monastety, but he refused. He remained in that monastery (of Mor
Ahrun (Aaron), for four years. Mor Yuhanon passed away at a good old age and was buried in the Blessed
Mountain. His death took place in the month of June of the year 1324 (A.D. 1013) on the festival day of
John the Baptist.

After organizing the students and teachers, Yuhanon, the archimandrite of the Monastery of
Sergisiyya, thought of rebuilding the church. God prepared for him a monk from Harran named Emmanuel,
a disciple of Maphryono Cyriacus. Emmanuel suggested that the church be built with stones and lime, a
matter that pleased the archimandtite, but lime was not found in that area. Emmanuel found stones from
which he extracted lime, and paid three hundred dinars for the building of the church. They fixed the dome
with fired bricks, set up three altars and built a southern wing of wood in two levels made especially for the
teachers and students. They plastered the church inside and outside with gypsum. Next to the wing, they
built rooms for the common people, and allotted 2 special room for dining and a house for strangers. The
entire project took three years. The opening of the church was attended by Iliyya, the first archimandrite of
this monastery, John the disciple of Mor Morun who was still living, Iyawannis, bishop of Melitene and
Theodosius, bishop of Mar’ash. After the opening cetemony, each one returned to his own place. After the
consecration of the church, Emmanuel passed away and was buried in the western corner of the pillar in the
year 1312 (A.D. 1001). In the time of the archimandrite John, son of Elisha, a merchant from Takrit,
extended the ducts to conduct water to the great wing in front of the church. He also built a cistern to the
east of the church to water the vegetables planted by the monks. Joshua the priest, helped archimandrite
John thirty years to make the strangers comfortable. In that year, the sea of knowledge John, the disciple of
Marun, was found dead in bed, yet he was never sick. He was buried under the stone slab of the altar, and
was succeeded as an archimandrite by Abraham of Semando. I, Li’azar (Lazarus) entered he monastery in
1290 (A.D. 979), and recorded this narrative in brief after the passage of forty-five years. End of narrative.

Chapter Four: On the reign of Constantine and his successors Romanus II, and Nicephorus; and
on the reign of the Tayoye (Arabs) in this period of Abu Ishaq, Abu al-Qasim and Muti’; and on the
patriarchate of Yuhanon (VII) Sarigta who built the Barid Monastety

In the year 1268 (A.D. 957), Constantine (VII), son-in-law of Romanus, reigned over the Romans.
He was a well-versed rhetorician, humble and praised for his virtues.

In the same year, Abu Ishaq nicknamed al-Muktafi (902-908), became caliph of the Tayoye (Arabs)
for four years and two months.

In this time, King (Emperor) Constantine sent his son Basil to fight the Tayoye (Arabs), who were
led by Ibn Hamdan who could not resist the Romans. The Romans attacked Samosata and seized it. In this
same time, they received the report that Constantine had died and was succeeded by his son Romanus, who
ruled in the year 1272 (A.D. 961). In the same year Abu Ishaq, caliph of the Tayoye (Arabs) passed away and
was succeeded by Abu al-Qasim, also nicknamed al-Muktafi. He ruled six years and one month.

Romanus (I), son of Constantine, paid great honor to the counselors (Senate) and to the nobles,
and he showed magnanimity to everyone. As Ibn Hamdan had been fighting the Romans in the time of
Romanus, the emperor dispatched Nicephorus (Phocas), and Iwanni (John) Tzimisces and the Roman army
to fight the Tayoye (Arabs). When Nicephorus artived in Aleppo, the people surrendered it to him. The
Tayoye (Arabs) were greatly grieved because of Romans’ control of Aleppo in 1247 (A.D. 936). As the
Romans were preparing to fight the Tayoye (Arabs), they received the news of the death of their emperor,
Romanus, and withdrew. The Tayoye (Arabs) pursued them but the Romans went back and defeated them,
and Ibn Hamdan fled. However, the Romans could not tarry too long because continuous reports came
from the capital urging them to return and set up an emperor. When the Roman armies reached Caesarea
Cappadocia, they held the same opinion as Tzimisces and proclaimed Nicephorus II Phocas (963-969)
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Domesticus an emperor in 1275 (A.D. 964). He designated (John) Tzimisces his successor and sent him to
fight the Tayoye (Arabs), and Nicephorus went to Constantinople and was confirmed in the kingdom.

Tzimisces matched against Cilicia, fought the Tayoye (Arabs), and defeated them, and seized Tarsus,
Mopsuestia (al-Massisa). When he reached Antioch, the Tayoye (Arabs) departed it and fled, and the
Romans controlled all of Syria."”®

At this time Abu al-Qasim, caliph of the Tayoye (Arabs), died and al-Fadil reigned in 1278 (A.D.
967).

After reigning for eleven years Nicephorus, emperor of the Romans, became arrogant. His wife,
Queen Theophano, plotted against him for being unfaithful in marriage. She made a secret pact with
Tzimisces who entered upon Nicephorus at night and killed him for the pretext that he cared no more for
the wellbeing of the kingdom. Tzimisces assumed power.””*

In this time, the Chalcedonians attracted the eunuch Stephen, metropolitan of Amasia and made
him a patriarch in Constantinople, but he was disdained by everyone.

When Tzimisces was on his way to ascend the throne, he went to Neocaesarea, met a solitary named
Anton, and spent the night with him in the mountain. In the morning, the solitary predicted saying, “Very
shortly you will assume the kingdom.” When the prediction came to be true, Tzimisces built a church on
that spot with no match in the entire country of the Romans. He had it built with marble and gilded with
gold and silver. He fixed on top of it a huge golden cross as tall as he was. It was so enormous that even the
Turks were unable to pull it down. It was called Qir (Kytie) Anton.

After Mor Dionysius, Mor Abraham from Tar’il in the province of Aleppo was ordained a patriarch
for the See of Antioch on Sunday, May 25, 1273 (A.D. 962) at Tal’ada by the laying on of hands of Mor
Ayyub (Job), bishop of Zoghma. Abraham served the patriarchate for nine months and five days. Praise
God’s unfathomable designs. He probably hurried to transport him to himself lest he become lax by time
and his firm will wane. It was said about him that he was humble and of meek heart. Even when he assumed
the office of the patriarchate, he never changed his name, his vestment or his food. He never mounted a
beast with a saddle, but rather went around riding a lowly donkey, and only when he felt tired along the way.
He was a disciple of Mor Anastasius, archimandrite of the Monastery of Cercesium in the province of
Mar’ash. He was the one who ordained his master as bishop for Aleppo. When he felt that his end was near,
he went to his master and died at a place in Aleppo on May 4. His master performed his funeral in the
presence of three other bishops and more than two hundred priests, monks, deacons and a large crowd of
believers. The church lamented his death. He ordained seven bishops including Cyriacus whom he ordained
a metropolitan for Takrit. :

In the time of Nicephorus, king (emperor) of the Romans, Mor Yuhanon (John) from the
Monastery of Tar’il, was ordained a patriarch on July 29 in the town of Kafr Nabu in the region of Sarug by
the laying on of hands of Sergius, bishop of Sarug. He ordained forty-eight bishops, one of them Ignatius
Isaac al-S2’i. The reason he was called al-Sa’i was that he visited every day the monasteries in the Edessa
Mountain and provided them with provisions. He built 2 monastery close to the city (of Edessa) which until
this day is known as the Sa’i Monastery. He also built the great church of Melitene. It was Patriarch
Yuhanon known as Sarigta, who for his excessive asceticism, moved to the region of Melitene. Therefore,
we find it necessary to elaborate on him.

1983 Bar Hebraeus, Chronggraphy, 165-170, treats these events with marked details, and offers a variety of information not found in
the above account.

1984 Bar Hebraeus disagrees with the reason Michael Rabo gives for the murder of Nicephorus based on the authority of
Metropolitan Ignatius of Melitene. He says that Nicephorus married Romanus’ wife, Theophano, who had two sons from
Romanus. Nicephorus decided to make the sons eunuchs in order to continue the royal line through him. Theophano decided to
kill him and save her sons. When Nicephorus was deep in sleep, Theophano brought upon him Tzimisces and some men with
him. They killed him in his bed and more than seventy men of the guards who kept the gate of the palace. Bar Hebraeus says that
he discovered the cause of the murder of Nicephorus in accurate books, but does not mention these books. See Bar Hebraeus,
Chronography, 173. C£. Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, 251.
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Since the Tayoye (Arab) conquest of Sytia, our patriarchs of the Orthodox Church moved between
Antioch, Harran, al-Raqqa (Callinicus), and Edessa. Now, since the Romans controlled Syria, Emperor
Nicephorus saw that Melitene and Hanzit were desolate, and thought to settle people in them. However, the
Romans did not agree to this idea for fear of the Tayoye (Arabs). Some people advised him to settle the
Syrians living in the Tayoye (Arab) regions within them, because they were used to living with the Romans
and the Tayoye (Arab)s. Nicephorus summoned the Patriarch Mot Yuhanon, known as Sarigta, and pledged
to him that he would reconcile him with the Chalcedonians and prevent the Chalcedonians from harming
his people, if he agreed to the settling of the Sytians in Melitene, Hanzit and Qallisura. He also promised to
establish a residence for him in these towns that he may not return to the Tayoye (Arab, Muslim) countties.
The patriarch received the emperor’s seals as a testimony of his pledges and agreed to reside in these places
for two reasons: The first reason was that he wanted to be far away from the Chalcedonian patriarchs who
were molesting our churches and bishops since the Romans ruled Syria. The second reason was that the
pattiarch believed that the emperot would fulfill his promises. The Patriarch came to Melitene and gathered
people from every quarter. The city teemed with Syrians, so that churches and monasteries were rebuilt. He
found a place called al-Barid (Syriac Qariro, cold), and in 1280 (A.D. 969), he began to build in it a church
and a monastery. Thus, he fulfilled the emperor’s desite, but the emperor reneged on his promises and was
inclined to the stratagems of the Greeks. He summoned the patriarch to the capital pretending to negotiate
with him, but his true intention was to decimate our Orthodox faith.

In 1280 (A.D. 969), Mor Yuhanon the patriarch arrived in the capital accompanied by Tuma,
metropolitan of Jerusalem and brother of Anastasius, abbot of the Barid Monastery, Mor Constantine,
bishop of Mar’ash, Sergius, bishop of Apamea and Jacob, bishop of Semando. They met with the
Chalcedonian bishops headed by their eunuch patriarch and engaged in twenty-one debate sessions in two
months. They were called to debate every two or three days, and each time the Chalcedonians were
defeated. When the Chalcedonians realized that they could not condemn their opponents by debating them,
they instigated the emperor who summoned the patriarch and his bishops and said to them harshly, “Either
you submit to our faith and thus receive double honor, or be banished.” They replied, “It is impossible that
we will proclaim two natures of the Lord Chtist, or accept the Council of Chalcedon.” The emperor cast
them into prison for four months until he decided their fate. During this period, Tzimisces killed
Nicephorus and ruled in his place. He ordered that the prisoner be released. The patriarch, the bishops and
their disciples returned from exile. The patriarch went to the Monastery of Mor Barsoum in Melitene. Then
he returned to the Barid Monastery, renovated it, and stayed in it for fifteen years after being saved from the
men of iniquity. He died and was buried in this monastery.

In this year Agapius, the Chalcedonian patriarch, entered Antioch, and saw the great number of our
faith the Orthodox (the anti-Chalcedonians) who had been well established in the city since the beginning of
the rule of the Tayoye (Arabs). He went back to Constantinople, received orders from the emperor, and
then returned to Antioch. At the beginning, he resorted to the method of enticement and gifts to win the
(non-Chalcedonian) nobles in order to make them known to the emperor. He personally rebaptized the
children of the nobles and acted as their godfather. To each one of them he sent an invitation. With such
methods, he seduced the nobles and pressured others to accept the Council of Chalcedon. Those who did
not consent, he expelled from the city. Like a heathen, he confiscated their homes and their possessions,
and destroyed their great church. The iniquitous (Chalcedonians) threw the Gospel, and other books, the
Mirun (Holy Chrism) and the Holy Mysteries (the Communion) into the fire. Nevertheless, God made 2
miracle to shame them and encourage the believers. For behold the books and the Holy Mysteries were not
consumed by the fire. Despite this, they, like Pharaoh, hardened their hearts. They did not give glory to God
the doer of miracles, but insisted in their blasphemy saying that this was the work of magic. In them was
fulfilled the saying of the Gospel, “But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven in
this life or the life to come.”"® Nebuchadnezzar was a heathen, but when he saw the blessed children

1985 Mark 3:29.
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unharmed by fire, he confessed and glorified the name of their God.” Then, Agapius, the heretic,
blasphemed the Holy Spirit and brought out the Orthodox in the night of the festival of the Savior
(Epiphany). When they came out through the gate called the Water Gate, they blessed the water and fulfilled
the festival (of Epiphany) on the bank of the River Oriti, which the Arabs called Maglub (the inverted).”
From there, they spread into other regions. Agapius, however, continued to persecute our people and the

Armenians (because they were anti-Chalcedonians), and never let any of them show up in the city. Finally,
the Lord afflicted him with his wrath.

Chapter Five: On the period when Tzimisces and his successors Basil and Constantine ruled the
Romans. During this period, the Tayoye (Arabs) were ruled by al-Fadil, Abu Bakr and others, and
the emigration of the Armenian people to Cappadocia

In the year 1287 (A.D. 976), John Tzimisces (976-969) ruled the Romans."*® He was experienced in
military affairs, of strong body and a courageous wartior. Before he assumed power, he resided in Melitene,
Hanzit and other well-known locations, which still exist to this day. When he assumed power, he showed
magnanimity to everyone. He released the prisoners and built a great church in the capital (Constantinople).
He was loved by the army because of his victory in wars, and for adding cities and regions to the Roman
domain. Three years after coming to power, he died and was lamented by the nobles and the people.

In 1290 (A.D. 979) Basil II (975-1025) and Constantine VIII (1025-1028), sons of Romanus reigned.
They were tied by a true bond of love.”*® Because Basil had more prowess, he left his brother in the capital
and went forth to fight the Tayoye (Arabs). He reigned for fifty-five years and was famous for his victories,
and for subjugating many countries. He spent his life fighting in Greater Armenia and the western regions.

In the year 1300 (A.D. 989), the Armenians began to leave Greater Armenia to Cilicia. The Emperor
Basil had taken from the Armenians the domains which had been seized by Sennacherib (king of Assyria),
and instead gave them Sebastea in Cappadocia.””™ There, their number multiplied and they were scattered
throughout Cappadocia, Cilicia and Syria. It is said that the name of Sennacherib came to the Armenians via
the Aramaeans. After the sons of Sennacherib killed their father, as it is written by Isaiah who says, “One
day when Sennacherib was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and
Sharezer cut him down with a sword and they escaped to the land of Ararat.””"*' They escaped to the land of
the Kurds, that is the Mountains of Qardu, where they were mingled with the Armenians and gained a great
renown. Their tribe was called “the Sennacheribians,” in Armenian, “the Sinkarimaya.”

Emperor Basil I also subjugated the Bulgarians and seized their kingdom. After he administered the
kingdom with serenity for fifty-five years, he passed away and the kingdom passed to his brother
Constantine (VIII) in the year 1034. Constantine ruled for two years and ten months."” He was meek,
lofty-minded and prudent in his administration. Upon his death, the kingdom passed to his nephew

1986 Daniel, entire Chapter 3, particularly 28-30.

1987 Could this mean the Orontes which the Arabs call al-Asi?

1988 This is the date of the death of John Tzimisces who actually ascended the throne in 969. The readers should realize that the
dates of the Roman emperors in the ninth century offered by Ignatius of Melitene do not always harmonize with the same dates
offered by modern writers on the Byzantine Empire.

1989 The actual dates of Basil II, surnamed Bulgaroctonus (the Bulgar Slayer), are 976-1025, and those of his brother Constantine
VIII are 976-1028. See Michael Psellus, Fourteen Bygantine Rulers: the Chronographia of Michael Psellus, translated by E. R. A. Sewter
(Routlede and Kegan Paul Press, and Yale University Press, 1953, reprinted Penguin Books, 1966), 27-27-49 on Basil 1T and 53-59
on Constantine VIII, hereafter Michael Psellus Chronographia; A. A. Vasiliev, History of the Byzantine Empire, I (Ihe University of
Wisconsin Press, 1964), 302, and Asad ]. Rustam, @/-Rum ws Silatihim bi al-Arabs 11 (Beirut: Dar al-Makshuf, 1956), p. 296-298
which contains a table of the Roman Emperors from 610 to 1453. The date of Basil and Constantine are on p. 297.

1990 For a thorough analysis of this subject see Matti Moosa, The Crusades: Conflict between Christendom and Islam (Gotgias Press,
2008), 66 ff and the many sousces the author consulted.

1991 2 Kings 19:37.

1992 Constantine ruled for two years and ten months. The date of Constantine III as emperor was 1025-1028. See Michael Psellus,
53.
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Romanus III Argyrus (1028-1034).”” In the time of these emperors, the Tayoye (Arabs) were ruled by al-
Fadil for twenty-nine years, Abu Bakr for nineteen years and Abu al-Abbas for forty-two yeats.

In August of the year 1133 (A.D. 922), a severe earthquake occurred in Melitene followed by a
violent storm. Buildings fell down and the wheat and straw were swept from the threshing floots to the
River Euphrates.

In this petiod the Orthodox pattiarch in Egypt, that is the Pope of Alexandtia, was Mor Theophilus
who, after his death, was succeeded by Mor Mina.

When Patriarch Yuhanon passed away at the Qariro (Barid) Monastery, the bishops assembled and
elected the monk Li’azar from the Monastery of Mor Ahrun, which is the Shaghr Monastery known as the
Salahi, and was called Athanasius. He was ordained on Thursday 21 of October 1298 (A.D. 987), in the
village of Qattina in the province of Homs by the laying on of hands of Mor Li’azat, bishop of Anazarba.
He ordained thirty-nine bishops.

In his time, Iyawannis from the Qariro (Barid) Monastery was ordained a bishop for Melitene. He
was Bar Qiqi, who later turned Tayoyo (Muslim) because the devil trapped him with the snare of adultery.
This outraged the Takritians who expelled the woman, but Bar Qiqi would not let her go too far. About
seventy distinguished men gathered and asked him to drive her away because on her account, the people
became suspicious of him, but he refused. Finally, they decided to oust him if he did not obey. Since he was
summoned by the caliph, he did not hearken to them. He picked an inkpot and hit with it the head of the
archdeacon, and they ejected him immediately from the church. Then he went down to Baghdad to launch a
complaint against the Takritians. One of his relatives was a scribe of the caliph, but as soon as he atrived in
Baghdad, he was surptised to find that his relative had died and was being carried to be buried. Thus, the
prophecy was fulfilled in him that says, “Cursed the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his
strength and whose heatt tutns away from the Lord. He will be like a bush in the wasteland.”"”* He was
frustrated. When he saw that the Takritians had come (to Baghdad), he was scared to death and found
refuge with the king (caliph) of the Tayoye (Arabs), and declared his conversion to Islam as a means of
vengeance against the Takritians. However, the caliph who knew this wretched man said to him, “If one of
your congregation has annoyed you and you want to stay away from them, we will look into this case.”
However, he was scared to say before the Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) that he wanted to become a Muslim
because he was caught in adultery and said, “I declare my conversion to Islam after becoming sure that
Christianity is wrong and Islam is true.” Then the Muslims had him circumcised. After his wound healed, he
went to see the caliph thinking that he would expel and destroy the Takritians. The Takritians were also
sorrowful and afraid of the consequence. However, Almighty God touched the heart of the caliph with
metcy, and he did not show him the same trespect as he did before, but kept him waiting outside for a long
time. It was then that he (Bar Qigi) began to weep and beat his head. When he was asked the reason, he
said, “When I was an infidel (Christian) I was honored. But when I became a Muslim I lost that honor.” The
caliph said to him, “You wretch! When we honored you, we in fact, honored your entire people and the
leadetship granted to you by God. Now that you have rejected the leadership by your own will, and deserted
your congregation and came to us, tell me of which crowd of Muslims standing in my presence you are
greater that T may single you out and honor you?” The caliph ordered that he be driven out so that he would
not see his face again. Bar Qiqi lost hope and was ashamed, and the head of the believers (Takritians) was
raised high. They obtained a letter from the caliph and went to the Patriarch Yuhanon who ordained for
them a bishop who was Athanasius from the Monastery of the Mother of God near Melitene, well known as
the Sa’i Monastery. However, that foolish Bar Qiqi, who became a Muslim, began to roam around begging
for bread, and brought upon himself the curse that the devil bequeaths to his followers. :

Patriarch Athanasius resided in the Qariro (Barid) Monastery where his predecessor passed away,
renovated it, and beautified it. By his good administration, wisdom and knowledge, he was able to offer
peace and tranquility to his Antiochian people. Even the Chalcedonian patriarch lauded his excellences

1993 Romanus I1I, surnamed Argyropulus, 1028-1034. He was son-in-law of Constantine II1. See Michael Psellus, 63.
1994 Jeremiah 17:5-6.
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which were only worthy of kings. He was meticulous in observing the apostolic canons and guiding the ship
of the church with wisdom. He finished his life with a good old age. He served the patriarchate for sixteen
years and died in the famous, priestly Monastery of Mor Barsoum in the district of Claudia, where his holy
body was interred.

At this time, the number of monasteties in the region of Melitene increased. Many excellent, learned
men flourished and were even begrudged by the Greek heretics in Melitene. When the Chalcedonians saw
that both Patriarch Mor Athanasius and Mor Marun, the ocean of knowledge, had died, they seized Mor
Iyawannis, bishop of Melitene and seven excellent learned monks, and sent them in chains to
Constantinople where they were cast into prison. They ended their lives in true martyrdom. The Greeks also
usurped our great church known as the Sa’it church. End of the narrative.

Chapter Six: On the period of Romanus, son of Basil, king (emperor) of the Romans and Ibn Abbas
Qadir, king (caliph) of the Tayoye (Arabs), and the Patriarch Mor Yuhanon Bar Abdun whom the
Chalcedonians banished to Constantinople where he passed away

Romanus™” went forth to fight the Tayoye (Arabs) but was defeated and fled. The Tayoye (Arabs)
entered his camp and looted plenty of gold vessels and arms. They also entered the regions under the
control of the Romans. When they reached Aleppo, the Romans departed it and the Tayoye (Arabs)
regained control over it. However, the tyrannical Greeks did not recall that the predecessors of this emperor
(Romanus) never ceased persecuting the Christians everywhere. Today, they returned to their old habits, and
banished the patriarch and the bishops. Therefore, God defeated them in the face of their enemies, and
made their haters control them everywhere.'”

In the year 1348 (A.D. 1037), a severe famine took place in the inhabited world. Death devoured
people, beasts, wild animals and fowl, and all people believed that the end of the world was nigh.

The Chalcedonians stitred up petsecution against the Orthodox in Melitene and its environs. They
seized the Patriarch Mor Yuhanon bat Abdun and the bishops and banished them by force to
Constantinople without mercy, as it is written in the life-story of the holy Mor Yuhanon."”

Note. Here occurs a lacuna on page 563 of the Syriac manuscript followed immediately by the passage below. Since it mentions
the Emperor Basil, 1 dare conjecture that it was a part of an account of this emperor, which for unknown reason is lost to us.
Therefore, I decided to leave it where it is rather than make it an appendix.

He became angry and commanded that they be driven out of their houses. A great number of
distinguished men left and were scattered in the cities of Syria and the Jazira. In all the locations where they
lived, they built magnificent monasteties and churches. Among them were the exalted notables of Melitene
known as the Bnai (family of) Abu Imran who were memorable for their splendid deeds. They were, like
Abraham and Job, blessed by God with abundant wealth. They spent most of their possession on the
building of churches and monasteries, and on the poor and the needy. In Melitene itself, they built several
churches and convents for women, and outside Melitene, they built monasteries for monks. Every Friday,
from morning to midday, they distributed alms to the poor. The Shaykh Abu Salim himself distributed these
alms. The sons of the family of Imran were three individuals distinguished with good conduct. Even the
Roman Emperor (Basil IT) begrudged them and imposed on them to mint the coin of the kingdom for a -
whole year. They did and the year went by. When the emperor noticed that their wealth did not diminish, he
realized that it was the blessing of God who said through the prophet, “The silver is mine and the gold is
mine.”"””® When Emperor Basil II returned from Armenia, he was overtaken by the winter in Jubas.and
needed gold, especially since his messengers could not get the gold for him due to the snowfall. The

1995 He is Romanus I1I, surnamed Argyropulus, 1028-1034, son of Basil II, the Bulgar Slayer. -

1996 Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 66-70.

1997 On Yuhanon bar Abdun see Bar Hebraeus, Edlesiastical History, 1, ed. J. B. Abeloos and T. J. Lamy (Louvain, 1872), 419-431.
1998 Haggai 2:8.

592



G

BOOK THIRTEEN

emperor went to (the men of the Imran family) and asked them to lend him money. When they recognized
him, they fell down at his feet and gave him a hundred qantar of gold as he requested. Since he was a good
man, he repaid the gold he had borrowed from them. At another time when the Turks spoiled Melitene,
they seized Abu Salim as he was returning from the monastery he had built. He negotiated with them and
paid five dinars from his own expense for the release of every captive. The captives numbered about fifteen
thousand. This is only a tiny portion of their abundant traits.”” We mentioned them so that the readers may
praise God and pray for them.

I found this account on the margin of a folio, but conld not determine its proper place, because it was deficient at the beginning.

On Thursday 5 of July 1348 (A.D. 1037), the holy Mor Yuhanon was ordained a patriarch in the
Monastery of the Mother of God in the region of Goudphi, called Bunduga, by the laying on of hands of
Mor Peter, bishop of Harran. He ordained forty-nine bishops. In his time was ordained Atonos as bishop
for Melitene, who later became a Chalcedonian as shall be seen later.

Ignatius bar Qiqi, who turned Tayoyo (Muslim) as we said earlier, was ordained by Athanasius. After
him, Mor Yuhanon ordained Athanasius for Takrit and the East.

From the life-story of Mor Yuhanon bar Abdun

The parents of this blessed man lived in Melitene where Yuhanon was born and brought up in
virtue. When he was eighteen years old, he desired the holy monastic life. He entered the Monastery of Sa’i,
which was near the city and assumed the monastic habit. When his father learned of what he did, he brought
him back to the city by force and wanted him to shed the monastic habit and live in the wotld to inherit his
wealth. Following the advice of Mor Ignatius the Sa%i, the holy Yuhanon left the monastery, went to the
Monastery of Mor Barsoum, and prayed before the grave of the saint. In order to keep distant from his
parents, he went down to the bank of the Euphrates River and dwelt in a rugged cave. He spent his time in
contemplation and vigil. God granted him the grace of doing miracles, the power of healing and the spirit of
prophecy. In fact, he was able to predict beforehand the questions that were presented to him. He became
well known in many countries. One day, a poor man came to him asking for alms, but the blessed
(Yuhanon) could not find any one of the brethren (monks) present at that time. Therefore, he poured what
they had of grain in the saddlebag of the poor man, who cartied it to his house. For a year and six months,
he and his family ate the grain that did not run out until the famine passed from the world.

People brought him (Yuhanon) a child tormented by an evil spirit, and his mouth was crooked and
his hands and legs were weak. They placed him opposite of the rock near which the blessed (Yuhanon) used
to perform the ninth-hour prayer. When he saw that the child was cast into that place alone, he lamented his

- condition. He placed his finger on his eyes and ears and the boy was immediately healed. The boy’s father
- was watching at a distance. He hurried and fell down at the feet of the blessed (Yuhanon) who admonished
him not to tell anyone that he had healed his boy.

One day, while the blessed (Yuhanon) was walking along the bank of the Euphrates he saw the
apparition of a woman following him. God had hidden from him that the apparition he was seeing was that
of a demon. He said to himself, “Yuhanon, this is your day. Either you kill or be killed.” He signed the cross
and rushed to the fiver in order that the woman would not chase after him. He crossed to the other bank
walking on water and did not drown, and the demon disappeared. Since then, the blessed gained another

) grace of. Walkmg on Water as if walking on land, and the brothers with him realized this (grace) and glorified -

God.

In the summer, he walked the distance of one day in two days because of the severity of the heat.
One day he was very thirsty and slumbered while standing. When he woke up, he found, much to his
amazement, water gushing out of a rock. He heard someone saying, “Yuhanon! Glorify God and quench

1999 See Aphram 1 Barsoum, The Collected Historical Essays of Aphram I Barsoum, translated by Matti Moosa (Gorgias Press, 2009),
112-114.
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your thirst.” Realizing that this was not his imagination, he prayed, and signed the cross over the water and
drank.

Following these wonder works, the blessed saw that his name had become popular in those
countries and wanted to stay away from them. He decided to go to the Monastery of Mor Barsoum to pray,
and then moved to the Black Mountain. At that time the holy Yuhanon, the disciple of Marun, was at the
Monastery of Mor Barsoum. One day before his artival at the monastery, God revealed to him saying,
“Tomorrow will artive a saintly man who will become the leader of the church of God.” On the first night
of his arrival, the holy Mor Barsoum appeared to him surrounded by sons of light. On the next night, a
voice called him to pray. He rose up and found the door of the church shut, and heard the voices of angels
chanting inside. From thete he went to the Black Mountain, where, by great exertion and virtuous deeds, he
overwhelmed the devils and the fantasies of darkness.

After the struggle of forty years, the Patriarch Mor Athanasius passed away. The entire group of
bishops met and unanimously agreed that Yuhanon bar Abdun should be their shepherd. In a vision, the
blessed (Yuhanon) saw an eagle soaring high in the sky followed by beautiful birds. They were calling him to
descend and cover them by his wings, but he would not respond. He heard a voice from heaven saying, “O
blessed eagle, don’t run away and descend to earth, for I have given you these birds which are seeking you.
Behold, today, I have granted you a power on high and down.” When Yuhanon was sure that his call was
from God, he surrendered himself. He was not even then ordained a deacon because he was too humble to
accept the office of the deaconate, and because he was awed by sacerdotal ranks. However, he was ordained
a deacon on July 24, a priest on July 25, and a pattiarch on July 26. He was then sixty years old. His
ordination was attended by Peter, bishop of Hatran who ordained him by the laying on of his hands,
Theodosius, bishop of Mar’ash, Tuma, bishop of Anazarba, Paul, bishop of Tarsus, Cyriacus, bishop of
Jihan, and Lliyya (Elijah), bishop of Semando. Despite his strict adherence to the holy canons, he had no
expetience in administrative matters. Therefore, he handed the administration of the dioceses to a certain
monk named David and entrusted him with his complete affairs. David did tremendous harm to the
churches, but the blessed Yuhanon succeeded in doing miracles.

The Roman prefect of Antioch was afflicted with leprosy. He heard that Yuhanon healed the sick by
the power of God. He sent a message asking him to heal him. Yuhanon blessed some oil and sent it to the
prefect who received it with faith, anointed himself with it and was cured. When the Chalcedonian patriarch
heard of this miracle, he longed to see the blessed Yuhanon, and both exchanged letters. The blessed
Yuhanon sent one of his garments to the Greek patriarch who put it on every festival day.

When the blessed (Yuhanon) came to Melitene, they brought him a demented and dumb child
whose tongue was tied up, and he healed him. He also healed a woman afflicted with blood issue. When he
witnessed her uncleanliness, he blessed water and gave her to drink and she was healed while promising to
repent of her sins.

The devil had planted evil thoughts in the heart of a monk, and caused him to suffer. The blessed
(Yuhanon) knew through the spirit that the monk was tormented. He prayed for him and he was freed from
these thoughts. Another monk, whose comrades accused him of committing a certain sin came to the
blessed Yuhanon to condemn him if he was guilty. However, the blessed knew, by the spirit, that the monk
was guilty. He said to him, “Confess your guilt,” but he kept resisting. The blessed said to him, “Go and
don’t do this act again, or else the evil spitit will torment you.”” Actually, the evil spirit did torment him, and
he confessed his guilt.

The blessed Yuhanon found it necessary to build a bridge over the River Jihan, and men brought
him wood over the river. While they were carrying the wood, a boy fell into the water and drowned. They
brought him out and went to bury him. While they were carrying him to the grave, the blessed Yuhanon
stopped them and spent all night praying. In the morning, he anointed him with oil and the boy came back
to life. Yuhanon wanted to hide the miracle by telling the crowd, “Didn’t I tell you that his spirit was still in
him?” Nevertheless, the people knew that it was a miracle and glorified God with tears flowing down their
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eyes. In addition, they brought to him a man who was mute and deaf. He put his finger in his mouth and
ears and the man began to talk and to hear.

God made many miracles like these through this holy man. Nevertheless, we should be satisfied with
the miracles we have related lest we overburden the book with more than its capacity.

Now we come to the conclusion of his life and say that after twenty-one years in the sacerdotal
service, Satan begrudged him, nay, begrudged the entire church of God. This happened by means of a
temptation of a Greek metropolitan of Melitene named Nicephorus, who could not swallow the report of
the wonder works that God made through this saint. He abandoned Melitene and went to Constantinople
saying, “I cannot become a shepherd where this sorcerer is found. He has attracted the Greeks unto
himself.” However, the two Emperors Basil II and Constantine VIII paid no attention to him. Moreover,
when Romanus who was a schoolmate of the metropolitan reigned, he urged him to address letters to the
prefect Krysoborgios. Because he knew the blessed Yuhanon and trusted him, he sent letters secretly to the
chiefs of Melitene asking them to transport the patriarch immediately to the Tayoye (Arab) regions. To the
messengers, however, he said, “We have no idea where the Patriarch of the Jacobites is today.” But before
the messengers, who were disciples of the metropolitan (Nicephorus), arrived in Melitene, they gave the
second Judas, Bar Gigra, a Roman, thirty pieces of silver in order to tell them where the patriarch was. They
said to the prefect that they knew where the pattiarch was and only asked him to provide them with armed
soldiers. However, the prefect, who could not save him (Yuhanon), gave them only nine horsemen. The
second Judas said, “These men are not enough and there are more than a thousand monks out there who
will prevent any one to take him.” Therefore, the prefect rose up and went with them. They attacked the
Qariro (Barid) Monastery taking the monks and the people of the region with surprise. Within three hours
on the morning of Friday, the monastery was filled with soldiers. The prefect stood at the door of the
patriarchal cell. They said to the patriarch, “The prefect of Melitene is standing at the door of the cell.” The
patriarch tarried a little to go out to him because he and the monks were engaged in prayer. When they
finished the prayer, and the blessed Yuhanon was told about the prefect, he said to his disciples, “Truly my
children, we will be taken to the capital. Let the will of the Lord be done.” He went out and, holding the
prefect by the hand, brought him into the cell. He said to him, “Why all this concern, your highness?” The
prefect said calmly, “Don’t be distutbed, holy man. The emperor wanted to see you in the capital.” The
patriarch said, “But why did you exert yourself so much? One of your servants was enough to take me.”
They took him to Melitene amid the tears of the monks and the whole body of Christians. It was something
that could not be forgotten by men of discernment, and the people of Melitene felt as if they were on fire.
Someone bribed the leaders who hardly agreed to leave him stay during the winter. The patriarch celebrated
Easter in Melitene, but the majority of people (of Melitene) determined that he should leave. They even
asked him to ordain for them children as deacons thinking that no other patriarch would be set up for them.
Not only our people grieved for his parting, but even more the Armenians and the Chalcedonian Greeks of
the city wept and hustled each other to receive blessing from his holy hands. Evetyone predicted that God’s
wrath would afflict the kingdom of the Romaans, and this is what exactly happened.

The Patriarch Mor Yuhanon departed Melitene accompanied by six bishops. They were: Iliyya
(Elijah), bishop of Semando; Iyawannis, bishop of Hadath; Ignatius, bishop of Melitene; Ishaq (Isaac),
bishop of Arqa; Musa, bishop of Hisn Ziyad; Dionysius, bishop of Tell Batriq; and twenty monks and
ptiests including Yeshu, abbot of the Monastery of Bar Jaji; Basil, abbot of the Qariro (Barid) Monastery;
and the disciples of the patriarch: David, Yeshu, Iyawannis and Musa and others. In the middle of June
(A.D. 1028), Yuhanon, bishop of the Chalcedonian Malkites, entered Constantinople after having delayed
twelve days in Chrysopolis. In the city, they found two hundred Chalcedonian bishops waiting to see the
new emperor. They assembled in the church called Hagia Sophia, but the Patriarch (Mor Yuhanon) and the
bishops did not attend the assembly. When they (the Chalcedonian bishops) were asked about us they said,
“We know that these men are Christians, and it is inapproptiate to inquire about them.” They said this
because they knew that the blessed Yuhanon was a man of God. However, the metropolitan of Melitene,
the second Caiaphas, instructed someone to cty out in the streets that these men (patriarch Yuhanon and his
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bishops), did not confess that the Virgin is the Mother of God, and other similar things. Just imagine how
much they were spat at, while refuse was thrown on their heads from the rooftops. Even the choleric
metropolitan (of Melitene) forced his patriarch and the bishops not to sit down and discuss the faith.
However, one of our monks defeated all their bishops with his debate, as it is indicated by Yuhanon, one of
their bishops.

The Chalcedonians ordered Patriarch Yuhanon (bar Abdun) and his bishops to stand before them
from morning until the ninth hour. Because of their old age, the pattiarch and Iliyya, bishop of Semando,
were supported by others. The Chalcedonians asked them with fury, “Why do you disdain the metropolitan
of Melitene?” The patriarch said, “If for this reason you brought us hete, its solution is easy. It is impossible
to disdain you while you are our judges and we are under your authority.” Therefore, they were ashamed,
but they inquired about faith. There were ready two documents containing matters of the faith, one was
written in the time of the late Patriarch Mor Yuhanon, and one wtitten recently. As they read a little, they
said, “We have not brought you to learn the faith from you, but to teach you the faith. So, confess like us
two natures (of Christ) after the union.” The interpreter, whose name was Theodorus and a follower of the
Chalcedonians of Melitene, was appointed by the metropolitan of Melitene (to interpret). The metropolitan
deluded him by promises and he twisted his interpretation, but he was rebuked by Yuhanon their bishop.
Then the patriarch said, “We did not say two natures and will never change the faith of our fathers.” The
metropolitan (of Melitene) said, “Wouldn’t you accept the faith of the emperor?” The patriarch said, “We
are under the authority of the holy emperor in everything. But it is impossible to change our faith.” At this
point, the iniquitous metropolitan stretched his hand and in great anger slapped the patriarch across the
face, and the blessed turned the other cheek. Many of the leaders, who witnessed this, were grieved and
wept. One of them rose up and left saying, “I cannot sit and see Christ tried and slapped across the face.”
Then, the rest of the leaders murmured and left. In this manner, the council ended on the first day. They
(the Chalcedonians) moved the patriarch and the bishops to the Monastery of Mor Mennas and on the next
day to Mor Gregorius.

The leaders did not attend the second meeting on the next day in protest of what had happened
during the first meeting, especially that the (president) of the meeting did not allow the Patriarch (Yuhanon)
and Iliyya (Elijah), bishop of Semando, to be seated according to the canons. However, they allowed them
to be seated in the second meeting. After lengthy deliberation, they asked them not to add olive oil to the
furbsono (Sacrificial Bread), and not to sign the cross with one finger but with two, hoping to attract them
gradually to their own belief, but they failed. Having thus failed, they thought of separating them from each
other. They placed the patriarch and Dionysius, (bishop of Tell Batriq) in a monastery for the whole month
of July, and placed each two of the others in another place.

Finally, the emperor summoned four of them. They were Ignatius, Iyawannis, Musa and Ishaq
(Isaac), accompanied by the Chalcedonian metropolitan of Melitene, and Butrus (Peter) Sarfi acted as an
interpreter. This one, also deluded by the metropolitan, twisted the interpretation, and like the former
interpreter, God struck him dead. Three times Iyawannis told the emperor, “We will not change our faith
forever. Either you have compassion on us and release us, or we are ready to die for the sake of Christ.” It
was then that the emperor issued an order that they should be imptisoned in Numera, where they remained
from August to October under heavy torture. The emperor was wrathful against the metropolitan who was
the reason for bringing them to him. This is what made him use tricks and deceive every one of them
separately in order to snare some of them and gain the emperot’s acceptance.

It was then that the wretched Ignatius, bishop of Melitene, Musa, bishop of Hisn Ziyad, and Ishagq,
bishop of Arqa, were deceived by the devil. They believed the words of the Chalcedonian bishop of
Melitene who said to them, “We are not forcing you to change your faith; but only to adore the emperor
and the (Chalcedonian) patriarch. Then you may return to your dioceses.” They submitted to that low man,
especially when he told them that the emperor would release them. He took their signatures (of
endorsement) to the emperor. He told the emperor, “If you wait a little, I will bring all of them to our way
(to accept the Council of Chalcedon).” Then the emperor sent a word to the Patriarch (Bar Abdun) saying,
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“We will give you the See of Antioch, if you would accept out (Chalcedonian) faith.” The blessed (Bar
Abdun) replied, “I have an Apostolic See on earth and in heaven and desire nothing else. If you desire to
give me a see rich with money and people in order to change my faith, you should know that even if you
offered me your throne I will not change my belief.” Thus, the emperor and the Chalcedonians lost hope of
converting them. The emperor said to the Chalcedonian metropolitan, “Make sure that these bishops have
pledged to you their endorsement, or else, have all of them released.” The metropolitan sent sectetly
someone to ascertain their opinion. They said, “We cannot do anything while this old man is here (meaning
the Patriarch Yuhanon Bar Abdun).” Then the metropolitan ordered that the patriarch should be taken to
the interior of Constantinople within four days. They brought him out of Numera and took him to the
house of the metropolitan who insulted him and disdained him immensely. He spat in his face saying,
“Where are those who followed you and surrounded you in Melitene? You hypocrite, I am the one who
brought you here.” He said this in order to incite the patriarch’s zeal, and he would excommunicate those
bishops who became Chalcedonians. Then he would inform the emperor that the patriarch had
excommunicated them and condemned our (Chalcedonian) faith. Then the emperor would issue an order
for the patriarch’s death. However, filled with the Holy Spirit, the blessed patriarch said, “My Lord did not
order me to curse my persecutors, but set for me the law to love my enemies. However, if your Lord has
ordered you to hate and persecute, you ought to know this more than anyone else.” After reviling and
abusing the patriarch immensely, he banished him on October 13 to the Monastery of Gaius (in Bulgatia).

Then the emperor instructed that accursed metropolitan to take the bishops to his home. He
discussed with them many subjects hoping to deceive them and have them accept (Chalcedon). However,
when lliyya, bishop of Semando, Iyawannis, bishop of Hadath and Dionysius, bishop of Tell Batriq, did not
submit to him, he returned them to Numera. The three bishops who succumbed (accepted Chalcedon); he
took them to the house of Barsoum Sarfi. When they appeared before the emperor, he asked them, “Did
you sign before the metropolitan by your free will?” They said, “Yes.” He rejoined, “Would you then
condemn Severus (of Antioch) and Dioscorus (bishop of Alexandria)?” and they kept silent. The emperor
said, “They are cheats.” The metropolitan said to them, “Why don’t you answer as you used to? Now, if you
are telling lies you will die as liars.” At this point, and being afraid of death, they said, “Yes.” When the
emperor witnessed their vacillation, he sent them to the (Chalcedonian) pattiarch who asked them to
condemn the fathers, and they did. In this manner, they fell into the snare of perdition. They were actually
drawn slowly into the mockery of the devil without knowing it. The (Chalcedonian) patriarch said to them,
“You should then accept to be rebaptized in order to become true Christians, and then receive the
priesthood.” They said, “We are bishops, what kind of a talk is this?” They (Chalcedonians) said, “You
wretched. The priesthood which you have emanated down through Severus and Dioscorus who you have
already condemned, and thus, you have no more priesthood.” When they heard this, they were immensely
perplexed and continued to be so from October until Easter. On Wednesday of Passion Week, the
(Chalcedonian) patriarch summoned them, at the behest of the metropolitan. Pretending to adhere to the
canons, he said to them, “This altar bears witness against you that you by your own will have presented
yourself and not by force.” After waiting for a few days, they baptized them in water in which the Tayoye
(Arabs, Muslims) were baptized, and they departed in disgrace like Jews.

Ignatius bar Atonos, bishop of Melitene, repented and died from grief. Musa, bishop of Hisn Ziyad
and Ishaq, bishop of Arqa, escaped to Syria and ended their lives repentant.

After that holy old and learned man Mor Iliyya, bishop of Semando, refuted the (Chalcedonians),
they stoned him to death in front of the royal palace. His disciple Stephen was also martyred. Iyawannis,
bishop of Hadath, spent his life in prison. Dionysius, bishop of Tell Batriq, was released among the
prisoners according to the general pardon following the death of the emperor, and he returned to his see in
true faith.

He who desires to know the chronicle of the life of the noble Martyr Mor Yuhanon the Patriarch,
his spectacular wonder works, and the divine visions which God granted him duting his banishment at the
monastery of the Greeks and the rest of his apostolic deeds, should consult his life story and the letters of
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his disciple. He should also consult his memoirs and the letter the blessed sent to Syria concerning those
who have recanted the faith, and his instruction that they should be accepted in case they repented. May his
prayer and the prayer of those who remained firm in the true Orthodox faith be with us and protect us all.
Amen. End of the account.

Chapter Seven: Concerning the end of the life of Romanus. With this chapter ends Book Thirteen.

The Emperor Romanus (III Argyropulus) died suddenly because God was displeased with the
petsecution he waged against the faithful (Orthodox).” Michael (IV the Paphlogonian) reigned in the year
1354 (A.D. 1043) for eight years.™ In this period, Abu al-Abbas ruled the kingdom of the Tayoye (Arabs).

A person from the race of Michael called Calaphates, rebelled against him.”” He remained in
rebellion for five years until he was captured and blinded. In the time of this same Michael, the Tayoye
(Arabs, Muslims) surrendered Edessa to the Romans. After his death, the kingdom was administered by Zoé
and Theodora, daughters of Constantine, for three months.”*”

After four years of exile in 2 Roman monastery in the Gaius Mountain, the blessed Mor Yuhanon
bar Abdun passed away on February 2, 1357 (A.D. 1046)*® on the Day of the Presentation of our Lord at
the Temple. He was buried by his disciple Iyawannis, who wrote down the miracles and the visions the
blessed made and saw by the power of God while in exile. The bishops assembled in the village of Tamanin
in the district of Claudia and summoned Haya (Syriac for the living one) the archimandrite of the Monastery
of Li’azar in the region of Jubas. They chose him as a patriarch and had him ordained in the Monastery of
Mot Demit in the same region, and he was called Dionysius. When the Chalcedonians of Melitene learned
of his ordination, they transported the news to Constantinople. An order was issued to arrest him and send
him to the capital, but the faithful notables of Melitene informed the patriarch of the matter, and urged him
to move immediately to the Tayoye (Arab, Muslim) region. He crossed the Euphrates and reached Amid
accompanied by Mor Abraham, bishop of Qallisura. Mor Abraham, who ordained Haya by the laying on of
his hands, had rebuilt the old church of the Monastery of Mor Barsoum in the year 1335 (A.D. 1024). Since
then, Amid became the residence of the See of Antioch because Haya resided in it and ordained bishops.
The Greek (Roman) prefect of Melitene sent envoys and gifts to the prefect of Amid in order to execute the
will of the emperor and arrest the patriarch and deliver him to the Romans. The prefect of Amid responded
saying, “Our laws do not allow us to seize those who seek asylum with us and hand them to their enemies.
Also, they do not allow us to force anyone to embrace any faith.” The Greeks were ashamed, although they
knew not what shame and rebuke is,” as it is said.

As to Mor Dionysius, he spent all his life in the region under the Tayoye (Arab, Muslim) rule.
Sometimes he lived in the Monastery of Mor Hananya (the Za’faran Monastery) east of Mardin, and
sometimes in Amid. He served the patriarchate for ten years and passed away on March 21, 1368 (A.D.
1057), and was buried in the great church of Amid. He ordained twenty-six bishops.**”

In Egypt, the patriarch was Shenudin.

Mor Yuhanon, from the monastery of Shina in the province of Mar’ash, was ordained 2 bishop fot
Amid instead of Bar Atonos who had recanted. Patriarch Mor Dionysius ordained Yeshu, the archimandrite
of the Monastery of Mor Abhai, as bishop for Edessa and he was called Athanasius.

God made miracle at the hand of Dionysius, and he was renowned as one of the holy apostles.

With the end of Book Thirteen, a period of two hundred fifty years had gone by during which twelve Roman emperors
and eleven Tayoye (Arab, Muskm) caliphs were set up.

2000 For the death of Romans see Michael Psellus Chronggraphia, 81-83.

2001 He reigned for seven years and eight months. See Michael Psellus, I5id. 118.

2002 He is considered Michael V Caliphates.

2003 For Michael V, Zoe and Theodora see Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 121-162. They ruled in the year 1042.

2004 According to Bar Hebraeus, Bar Abdun died on February 2, 1344 (A.D. 1033). See Bar Hebraeus, Ecclesiastical History, ed.
Abbeloos and Lamy, I: 429.

2005 On Haya, see Bar Hebraeus, Ecclesiastical History, 431-433.
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WE DEVOTE THIS BOOK TO THE TURKOYE (TURKS) WHO BEGAN TO CONTROL THE
CITIES AND COUNTRIES, AND DIVIDE IT INTO CHAPTERS

Chapter One: Concerning that the Turkoye are the Turks themselves, and on their origin and the
regions they inhabited

The Turkoye are the Turks, who by origin, date back to Japhet. They are the children of Magog as
the Prophet Moses had written that, “Magog is the son of Japhet, the son of Noah.”*® From him
descended this great and mighty people who scattered throughout the earth and settled in the northeastern
part of it.**”” The Prophet Ezekiel said about them that they shall spread throughout the earth and even unto
Jerusalem. His prophecy is as follows, “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; prophesy against him and say, ‘“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I
am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal,. I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws
and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with
large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with
shields and helmets, also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its
troops—the many nations with you. Get ready; be prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and
take command of them. After many days, you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land
which has recovered from war.”*® After a while he says, “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Are you not
the one I spoke of in former days by my servants the prophets of Israel?”*” After some length he says,
“Son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, O
Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. I will turn you around and drag you along. I will bring you from
the far north.”*"® He said many other like things, which the prophetic spirit revealed to us about this people,
and he repeated this speech twice, symbolizing a double invasion. However, since the commentators
mentioned through the spirit only on the first invasion, we, following their example, say that these are the
people meant by the prophet. In addition, the words of Ezekiel have been confirmed by Jacob of Edessa
when he discussed the Turks. He said, “These are the people of Gog and Magog who emerged in the time
of Cambyses, king of Persia, (529-521 B.C.) whom the Hebrews call Nebuchadnezzar II. He dispatched his
army general Hofernes, as it is written in the Book of Judith. He said to him, “Go forth and take with your
men of valot, 2 hundred and twenty thousand infantry and twelve thousand cavalry, and proceed against all
the land of the West, because they did not comply with the order I issued.”"" As to when and in the time
which king of the Turk went forth (invasion) for the first time, it is explained in the books. In fact, their first
going forth precedes the Nativity of our Lord in the flesh by eight years. Since then, and until their second
going forth (invasion), nothing is written about them. They were also mentioned by John of Ephesus (d.
587) who said, “In the seventh year of his reign, Justin, king of the Romans, sent ambassadors to the people
of Turchois who returned to him after three years. They said that they saw the Turks innumerable people
like locusts and flies, having nine kings (chiefs). When the king of the Turks saw the Roman ambassadors,
he began to weep. They asked him, “Why do you weep?” He said, “We have learned from our fathers that
when we receive envoys from the kings of the West, it is an indication that the time has come for us to go

2006 Genesis 10:2.

2007 Bar Hebraeus quotes Michael Rabo’s account that the Turks are the children of Gog and Magog, but gives no details. He is
more concerned with the origin of the Seljuk Turks which he elaborates based on a Persian book called Mu/k Namah. See Bar
Hebraeus, Chronography, 195.

2008 Ezekiel 38:2-6.

2009 B zekiel 38:17.

2010 Ezekiel 39:1-2.

2011 Judith 2:4-6.
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forth and destroy the whole earth.””*'? The Turks are also mentioned in the last days of the Persian kingdom
knows as the Sassanid, where it is said that when Yazdagird, the last Sassanid king, was defeated by the
Tayoye (Arabs), he fled and to Marw (Marv), a Turkish town. A Turkish person murdered Bar Haya as well.
Again, Dionysius Tell Mahre says in the second volume of his Chronicle regarding the city of Amotium that
it was attacked by Abu Ishaq (al-Mu’tasim) with four thousand Turkish fighting men. "

Chapter Two: Concerning the manners of the Turks

The Turks, who are the people of Gog and Magog, settled in the north eastern region. We know this
not only form the prophecy but also from whom our fathers and we have heard and seen. From there they
came forth and they always have come forth. The region is situated in the east where the sun rises and to the
end of the north, near the western region at a distance of extreme length and width extending to the end of
the northern part of the inhabited earth. It is said that this region is surrounded by rugged and uninhabited
mountains. It has two outlets serving as two gates for going out and coming in. The first gate is situated in
the eastern part at a distance from Persia. The second gate is situated in the north in the intetior of Iberia,
and contains strong and fortified buildings. The gate which is said was built by order of Alexander the
Great, the Macedonian, to prevent those people from going out, is today in the hand of the Iberians. The
outlet we said is situated in the east is actually a road extending for a distance of two-days distance. At the
end of it were erected fortified buildings where guards were stationed to prevent the barbarians from going
out. In ancient times, the guards were appointed by the kings of the east. In the time of the Arabs who
succeeded them in kingship, the Turks, who emigrated from there and settled in the region of Margiane,
guarded them. This is attested to by the chronicles recorded in many books. In some of these chronicles, it
is said that Tiberias, king of the Romans, sent a delegation to the kings of the Turks. The Turks asked them
if the Romans were subject to the Persians. They said that they were not. On the contrary, the Persians were
for a long time subject to the Romans so much so that Trajan, king of the Romans, set up a statue of
himself in Persia and forced them to adore it When the kings of the Turks heard this, they drove the
Persians out of Margiane because they deceived them. When Shapor devastated the city of Dara, he chose
young women from the captives and sent them to the king of the Turks. These were the young women who
threw themselves into the river in the region of Margiane. From these and other reports, it is undetstood
that the Turks, who were known as “the spoilers of the earth,” emigrated a long time ago form the region of
the rugged mountains.

What we have said about their homeland is sufficient. Concerning their barbarism and bad
characters, it is said that in their interior land they had no law distinguishing the kinds of food. They ate
everything that crawled on earth of animals, beasts, insects, and fowl, even stench and the placenta of
women, and human corpses. If they found a stranger in their land who had no guide from them, they would
kill him, roast him and eat him. This is what their neighbors, the Ibetians who guarded the gates, say about
them. Of their characteristics is simplicity and meekness, howevet, they are cunning concerning their mode
of living. They forbid fornication and moral depravity but they have no law forbidding polygamy. They are
ignorant and do not have any kind of knowledge or wisdom. They have never heard of Moses or any other
prophet, or that Christ our God and Savior had come. It is believed that no messengers or missionafies have
reached them. In addition, they do not wear cotton or silk garments, but only cloth made of sheep wool and
goat hair. They especially raise animals like beast of burden, oxen and sheep, which are abundant in their
region. Their manner of raising animals and beasts is astonishing. They are not used to too much talk. They
confess the one god of heaven by nature, consider the firmament as god, and have never heard of anything
else. In fact, they have no readiness to listen.

2012 See The Third Part of the Ecclesiastical History of the holy Mor Jobn, bishop of the City of Epbesus, 111 (Oxfotd, 1853), 395-396. The
reference here is to the original Syriac copy discovered by William Cureton.

2013 See above Book Twelve, Chapter Twenty.

2014 The Third Part of the Ecclesiastical History of the holy Mor Jobn, bishop of the City of Ephesus, 111, 396.
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Chapter Three: Concerning the second invasion of the Turks and their seizure of Persia, Assyria,
Beth Nahrin, Armenia, Syria, Palestine, Cilicia and until the sea and Egypt

As the first going forth (inyasion) of the Turks took place according to the prophecy of Ezekiel,
their second going forth (invasion) would have taken place according to the same prophecy. Let the reader
understand that their first going forth was the command of God. For the divine revelation had inspired the
prophet (Ezekiel) to prophesy about them. Their second going forth, too, was by the command of God. It
was fulfilled as far as I can ascertain, in the following manner:

When the Arabs overwhelmed the pagan Persians and ended their rule, the Greeks (Romans) who
were persecuting the Christians (non-Chalcedonians), fled. The Roman kingdom flourished as long as it was
ruled by just kings (emperors) who did not persecute the Christians. However, after four hundred years of
rule, God withdrew his help from the Greeks (Romans) who returned and controlled Syria, Palestine,
Armenia and Cappadocia. Immediately, they resorted to their old bad habits and began to persecute the
believers in these countries with great cruelty. God was justly wrathful against them. He provoked the Turks
who went forth the second time (their second invasion) as follows:

When the Arabs that is Tayoye weakened and the Greeks (Romans) seized many countries, the
Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) were forced to seek the help of the Turks not as masters, but slaves, and wherever
they went, these Turks returned triumphant. They became used to victory and carried the treasures of the
earth to their country. They exhibited them to others to utge them to go forth with them and settle in a land
abundant with those treasures. Thus, the Turks set their eyes on leaving their country and settling the
counttries inhabited by other people.

Some men and women here and there, especially in Edessa, went around moaning and raving like
mad people down the streets saying, “Behold! Barbarous people have come from the eastern region to dwell
among you. Their faces are the faces of men, but their hearts are the hearts of dogs.” The Christians,
however, ridiculed them. They would not hush up despite that, the governors pressured them to hush, but
whatever they said was proved later to be true. The Turks came in and covered the whole earth that even
the original Turks were fed up with them because the region could not accommodate all of them, and
forced them to leave. As they proceeded to leave, there appeared that person who had guided the pioneer
Turk émigrés in the form of a dog, and walked in the vanguard while they could not draw near him. When
they proceeded to set out, he would yell, “Arise,” and they would arise and walk behind him until he
stopped, and they stopped. After leading them for a few days, he disappeared and would not be seen or
heard of anymore. However, we cannot determine whether he was a guide directing these people to practice
what was beneficial, like the Hebrews in connection with the sacrifices of sheep and oxen, or the Magians in
connection with the stars. Did he appear to these people in the form of the animals of which they were
used? This is what we cannot substantiate. '

Nevertheless, after their guide disappeared and after reaching countries ruled by kings, the Turks
saw that the region could not accommodate them. Therefore, they were divided into three groups, each one
intended to proceed to a definite direction whether south, north or middle. They took three pieces of wood
and hurled them above where god exists according to their belief, and they fell to the ground. Those, whose
piece fell in the direction of the south, went to the elevated regions of India. They had already pledged that
each tribe should adhere to the worship of the god of the people among whom they would dwell. Those
who moved southward met Christians and heathens and followed their faith until this day. Today some of
them are Christians and others are heathens who worship idols. Those who moved northward are now
neighbors of the Greek kingdom. They are called Cumans after the name of the region. They follow the
Christians whom they found there although their affairs are not in order. Those whose lot was to the west
or, in the middle of the earth, mingled with the Arabs and embraced their religion. Thus, we are in a
position to say that, “All of this was done by the inspiration of God who runs everything in the way he finds
fit.” We also say with the prophet, “The Lord does what pleases him, in the heavens and on earth in the seas
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and all their depths.”™"® Truly, “Great is our Lord and mighty in power, and “the most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of
m e1,1.”2017

Chapter Four: On how (the Turks) began to leave their confined habitat
The habitat of the Turks was confined within the mountains in the region called “the spoilers of the
earth.” They had only two outlets (exits, gates) from which to leave. When kings needed them, they chose a
number of them to fight their enemies and then sent them back to their country. This was how the kings of
the Persians, Medes and Assyrians, who had control over that region, brought out a great number of Turks
from their habitat. Upon their return, they related to their compatriots the treasures they saw in the earth.
They showed them the fruits and the magnificent garments they had brought with them, and they were
"enticed to leave and settle in those lands of abundant treasures. In fact, they cunningly discussed with each
other the course of action to be taken. Once, the Persians asked them (the Turks) to join them, and they
did. After completing their mission, the Persians ordered them to return to their country. However, when
they reached the region of fortresses and garrisons, they killed the Persian guides and seized the fortresses,
lest the guards inside would get out and inform the king. They contacted their countrymen who were inside,
and they emerged and fought the Persians who were in the fortresses and seized this outlet (gate). From
there, they marched forth and captured the whole region up to Margiane where they established their state.
Indeed, the nine kings of the Turks who were visited by 2 Roman delegation in the time of Emperort Justin
were in this region, that is, outside their original homeland. They had guarded that outlet strictly in order not
to let those inside leave except when they wanted them to leave. As to their going forth and their capture of
the Margiane region, it seems that it was done at the end of the last Persian kingdom, one hundred years
before the atrival of the Arabs, that is, sixty years before this period. It is said about them that during their
passage from the east to the west, they saw an animal looking like a dog walking befote them, but they did
not know who it was and where it had come from. In addition, they could not draw close to it.
However, when the time came to move along, he would call to them in their own language saying,
“Arise,” and they arose and followed him wherever he went, and halted wherever he stopped until they
reached these countries where they settled. Then, this guide disappeared, and they did not leave that region.

Chapter Five: Concerning the unity of belief between the Turks and the Arabs

The Turks were united with the Arabs (Muslims) easily and accepted their belief for three reasons:
The first teason was their belief in one deity since they were still in their homeland, although they
considered the firmament to be that deity. Even to this day, if someone asked someone gullible among them
about the deity, they would respond that it is “gan fangri.” For in their language gan means blue, and fangri
means god, based on their belief that the firmament is the deity. However, when they learned that the
. Muslims confessed one God, they followed them. The second reason was that the first group of Turks went
forth and settled in Margiane in the time of the Petsians. Shortly afterwards, Muhammad appeared and was
followed by the Arabs and then by the Persians. Then, the kingdom of the Arabs waxed strong and the
kingdom of the Persians and other kingdoms of the East waned. Like the Persian and the Kurdish people,
the Turks in Margiane followed the Arabs, and when the second group of Turks went forth and met with
those of their race and language, they adopted their belief according to a former pledge between both of
them. The third reason was that the Turks were united (in their belief) with the Arabs, because the Arabs
hired them as mercenaries in their wars with the Greeks (Romans).”® They entered regions rich with

2015 Psalm 135:6.

2016 Psalm 147:5.

2017 Daniel 4:17. :

2018 This happened in the time of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mu’tasim (833-842) who employed the Turks and even built for them the
city of Samarra. See Philip Hitti, History of the Arabs, 328. Eventually, they became so powerful that the latter Abbasid caliphs were
their lackeys. :
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treasure, spoiled them, and carried away their spoils. They heard the Arabs iterate the words of Muhammad,
who said that if they rejected the worship of idols and believed in his faith, all this good and fertile land
would be given to them. Thus, they believed the words of Muhammad. They accepted circumcision, and all
the ceremonies of the ancient law, and the washing of sexual members before praying. For these three
reasons, the Turks accepted Muhammad, united with the Arabs, and became one with them. In turn, the
Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) accepted the Turks. The Turks consented to have anyone become their ruler
provided that he was appointed by the caliph of the Muslims. In this and other manners, the Turks were
united with the Arabs. When they entered Persia and subjugated the Persians and their cities, they wanted to
set up a king of their own. Seventy men assembled, each from every noble and prominent tribe. Each one
held a staff in his hand. They drew a circle on the ground and decided that the staff of the one that falls in
the circle would be proclaimed a king. Each one of them hurled his staff as high in the sky as he could. All
the staffs fell outside the circle except one that fell in the middle of the circle. It belonged to a man who
came from a rather lowly tribe, and he was proclaimed a king. All these events took place only by the divine
dispensation which is all-powerful and in control of times and periods. In fact, the assembling of these men
to cast a lot and their worship of God was motivated by the finger of God who is alone wotthy of glory,
now and evermore. Amen. This Book on the Turks and the beginning of their kingdom in this period is ended.

603



BOOK FIFTEEN

IT BEGINS WITH THE YEAR 1361 (OF THE GREEKS) WHICH IS THE YEAR 1031 OF THE
" CHRISTIAN ERA, AND THE YEAR 430 OF THE KINGDOM OF THE TAYOYE (ARABS) IN
WHICH BEGAN THE KINGDOM OF THE TURKS, WHICH IS STILL STANDING. IT IS ALSO
THE YEAR 6050 FROM ADAM THAT IS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD, IN WHICH
(CONSTANTINE IX) MONOMACHUS REIGNED OVER THE ROMANS AND ABU AL-ABBAS
QADIR OVER THE TAYOYE (ARABS). IN THIS YEAR AROSE TUGHRUL BEG, THE FIRST
TURKISH RULER IN KHURASAN, AND YUHANON (JOHN), NEPHEW OF THE HOLY
YUHANON (JOHN) BAR ABDUN, WAS SET UP AS PATRIARCH FOR OUR CHURCH

Chapter One:™” In the year 1361 of the Greeks (A.D. 1050), Constantine (IX) Monomachus reigned for
twelve years (1042-1055).° He was magnanimous and generous, but suffered from gout.”

In the same period, Abu al-Abbas Qadir (991-1031) reigned over the Arabs. In fact, since the year
945 until 1055 when the Seljuk Tughrul captured Baghdad, the caliphs, including qadir, were under the
authority of the Buwayhid Shiites.

In the same period began the kingdom of the Turks in Persia where Tughrul (Torgher in the Syriac
text) Beg ruled Khurasan in the year 430 of the Arab (Islamic) Calendar (A.D. 1038). He dispatched an army
to Armenia, which was subject to the Romans, and they looted, spoiled and burned by fire without mercy.
He repeated this action several times without opposition. In the winter of 1369 of the Greeks (A.D. 1058),
Melitene was attacked by three thousand (Turkish) soldiers, and since it had no wall because its wall had
been demolished by Cyriacus, the Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) captured it. The people fled to the mountains
afflicted by cold and hunger.”” In fact, from the first day, the Turks slaughtered the people without mercy,
but some escaped death hiding among the cotpses.” The Turks did not stay overnight in the city but
camped outside it near a hillock. All night they used the candles of the church for light. On the next day,
they began torturing the people to show them the places where treasures were hidden. Many of them died
from torture including Peter, deacon and teacher of children who was transcribing a fangitho (Service book)
and writing down the passage, “The head of John (the Baptist) is like unto a cluster (of grapes) plucked by
Herodia.” In addition, when they found with him many books, they thought he was a leader of the
Christians and ordered him to trample upon the cross. When he refused, they beat him, threw him into the
fire and his hair was stuck to his head. They poured boiling tar on his head and put brands of live coal on
his chest. Before he breathed his last, he saw fire stuck to his legs. He said, “Blessed are you (his two legs),
for today you have become purified.” Then, he gave up the soul. May his memory be a blessing.

The Turks remained in Melitene for ten days ravaging and destroying the wretched city before
burning it. They destroyed all the villages they passed on their return. They destroyed the Monastery of Bar
Jaji and the countryside, but then they lost their way and were faced by rugged mountains and big rivers.
They camped in a valley near the mountain of the Sinisaye, but heavy snow prevented them from going
forward. The Sinisaye came down and closed the outlets from all directions. Therefore, the Turks perished
from hunger and cold and those left were killed by the Sinisaye; not a single Turk was rescued.

2019 The Syriac text does not mention Chapter One or its contents. The numbering is the translator’s.

2020 See Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 161-260. Matthew of Edessa says that Monomachus had occupied the throne of the Roman
Empire for forty years. Seec Matthew of Edessa, The Chronicle of Matthew of Edessa, translated from the otiginal Armenian into
English by Ara Edmond Dostourian (University Press of America, 1993), p. 88, hereafter Matthew of Edessa.

2021 The Anonymous Edessan, translated by Rev. Albert Abouna into Arabic under the title Tarikh al-Ruhawi al-Majhul (Baghdad,
1986), 63 and Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 200, but both writers give no date of his reign. For an account of the admirers and
detractors of Monomachus, seec The Chronicle of Matthew of Edessa, Section 4, footnote 1 by Dostourain, on 308. For a thorough
analysis of Monomachus’ character, education and his administration of the state see Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 163-180.
2022'The Anonymous Edessan, 63. ) :

2023 For details see Matti Moosa, The Crusades: Conflict between Christendom and Islam (Gorgias Press, 2008). 71-72.
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The captive people of Melitene escaped the carnage and returned to the miserable city. Those who
hid in the mountains also returned to the city. The monk Joseph, one of the captives, composed three odes
about these events. Also, Mor Yuhanon (John) bar Shushan composed four discourses, two in the seven-
syllabic meter (peculiar to St. Ephraim), and two in the five-syllabic meter (peculiar to Mor Balai), on the
destruction of Melitene. When the emperor and the Senate heard of what happened to the believing city,
they grieved immensely.

‘ In this period, Emperor Monomachus died and his daughter Theodora assumed power for one year.
After a reign of twelve years, Monomachus died on 11 January 1055 cursing his fate.**** In addition, Michael,
the Aged, assumed power for one year.”” He was meek and made a living making spoons sectetly. The
Tutks took advantage of his meekness and faith and ferociously harassed the Roman kingdom. When
Michael saw that the Turks had reached the Pontus (Black) Sea ravaging, spoiling and burning, he felt
compassion for the Christians and sent beasts and cartiages to carry them, but they were plunged into the
sea. Thus, the cities and villages were desolate, but the Turks continued to devastate the region of the
Pontus (Black) Sea, where they found a place to settle. Many people blamed the emperor for this action.
However, I say that, “This dispensation was not from the emperor but from above (God).”

After the death of the Patriarch Mor Dionysius, our church was bereft of a leader. Some bishops
dared to move from one see to the other contrary to the canons. It was then that the bishops assembled in
August 1360 of the Greeks (A.D. 1049), to elect a patriarch. They advanced the name of the monk
Theodote from the Monastery of Bar Jaji in the province of Melitene. He was the nephew of the holy
Yuhanon Bar Abdun who ended his life in exile. The bishops and the faithful unanimously approved him,
but he apologized and fled to the district of Doliche (Duluk). The bishops went to Doliche, but Theodore
disappeared in the fields. While they were looking for him, they sat on the river’s bank and let their beasts
graze. One of donkeys that was grazing reached the place where the blessed Theodore was hiding, and
stood there. Theodore tried to shew him off by hurling stones at him, but the donkey would not budge and
began to bray. Hearing the donkey’s braying, the monks rejoiced because they thought he was lost. When
Theodore saw the monks advancing toward the donkey, he stepped into the water to hide among the
bushes, but the donkey followed him. The monks were so glad to have found the blessed, and taking him by
force, they ordained him a patriarch in Farzaman by the laying on of hands of Iliyya (Elijah), bishop of
Zoghma, president of the council; and Athanasius, bishop of Karshana; Cyril, bishop of Cyrus; Basilius,
bishop of Harran; Abraham, bishop of Samosata; Basilius, bishop of Hadath; Athanasius, bishop of Edessa;
Philoxenus, bishop of Doliche; Athanasius, bishop of Laqgbin; Iyawannis, bishop of Anazarba; and
Yuhanon, bishop of Kesum. When Theodore settled in his position, he straightened out the wayward
bishops and ejected those who were greatly impertinent. He ordained Zachariah as bishop for Jerusalem and
after him Tuma (Thomas). He divided the diocese of Samosata into two sections. He ordained Basilius for
Hisn Mansur, Dioscorus for Samosata and another Yuhanon after the name of his uncle. He also ordained
thirty bishops secretly. He used to move between Amid and its villages. He served the patriarchate for
fourteen yeats and ten months, and passed away on Saturday, May 14 and was buried in the church of the
Mother of God.

In this time, Christodolous was the patriarch of Alexandria and Egypt.

After the death of Patriarch Yuhanon, nephew of Patriarch Yuhanon Bar Abdun, schism occurred
in our church on account of Athanasius, bishop of Samosata. While still living, Athanasius abandoned his
congregation and confined himself in the Monastery of the Butm, that is, the Monastery of Mor Ahrun
(Aaron) al-Shaghr. When Patriarch Yuhanon died in Amid, the bishops of the west assembled and chose
Athanasius Haya as patriarch. However, the bishops of the east suspected whether he was even a bishop
since he was set up without their consent. Some of them agreed with each other and forced Yeshu, secretary
of the patriarch, to accept the position of the patriarchate. Yeshu was a secretary of Yuhanon and was raised
by him. He was further a learned man. Therefore, they ordained him in Amid, but since the majority of

2024 Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 260. On Theodora (1055-1-56), see the same, 261-271.
2025 Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 275-277. Matthew of Edessa, 88-89, says he reigned for seven months.
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bishops had already approved the ordination of Athanasius Haya who had been chosen by lot, he was
recognized as a patriarch. He was ordained a second time in an irregular manner because his ordination was
done in the Monastery of Caris in Hisn Mansur. He was ordained by the laying on of hands of Mot Basilius,
bishop of Hatran. As to Yeshu Bar Shushan, he criticized Bar Haya, concentrating on his second ordination,
which was the subject of the suspicion of the sons of the church because it was uncanonical. Haya and his
partisans heaped up invective on Bar Shushan who consented to be ordained after Haya. Meanwhile, Bar
Shushan filled the church with mockery and sarcastic letters to the extent that, overwhelmed by zeal, Haya
and his partisans took this church case to the emperor. When Bar Shushan learned of this, he preferred to
abandon church administration and devote himself to writing. Haya was confirmed and served the
patriarchate for five and a half years and ordained twenty bishops.

The partisans of Haya, who were the majority, said that Haya’s election was 2 testimony of his first
otdination, and that he was a pious man and this was what caused Bar Shushan to step aside.

Ignatius, nephew of the pattiarch, from the Butm Monastery, that is, the Monastery of Mor Ahrun
(Aaron), was ordained a metropolitan for Melitene. He was ordained hastily because of the death of Mor
Yuhanon, bishop of Melitene on Good Friday Apsil 3, 1704 of the Greeks (A.D. 1093). His ordination was
performed on Sunday of the same month at the Monastery of Mor Ahrun. He was in the company of the
patriarch when he visited Melitene with Basilius, bishop of Tarsus, Iyawannis, bishop of Hisn Kipha, and
Tyawannis, bishop of Qallisura, and they performed the ceremony of his enthronement.

In the year 1356 of the Greeks (A.D. 1054), the Armenian city of Ezanji was inundated with water
by God’s order. There were in it people who were Syrian by origin and Orthodox by faith from the family
of Cyriacus, whose home was not inundated despite that it was engulfed by water from every direction. This
was because they were merciful and philanthropists. This miracle was accomplished by the permission of
God Almighty to support and encourage the believers.

In this same year, a violent earthquake took place on Friday, which followed the week of the fasting
of Nineveh, and many buildings fell down.

In this time also, a deplorable thing happened in Antioch. Instigated by the devil and ambitious
designs, the sons of our Orthodox Church began fighting with each other. Some of them, incensed by bitter
wrath, contacted the Chalcedonian patriarch in Antioch and became heretics (turned Chalcedonian). Now,

~they had the opportunity to suck blood. They usurped the recently built church of the Grthodox.
Consequently, many Orthodox weakened and joined the Greeks (Romans). Thus, the persecution (of\the
Orthodox non-Chalcedonians) was renewed, and the Chalcedonian patriarch used all kinds of stratagem to
persecute those who rejected the Council of Chalcedon. For a long time, the sons of our Orthodox Church
could not even see Antioch. However, the Lord, who always punishes the oppressors, struck the great
church of Cassianus with lightning and burned to death the persecuting patriarch while he was offering the
sacrifice (Eucharist) and the entite congregation who wete in the church. This calamity took place on
Sunday at the third hour, and fear gripped the petsecutors who admitted that what happened was revenge
for their unlawful usurpation of the church. Thus, they halted the persecution, and the Orthodox returned
to their homes. Because they did not have a priest ot a church in the city, they, during festival seasons, went
out to the villages and partook in the divine mysteties whenever they found an Orthodox priest to celebrate
the Eucharist.

In this time, Armenian robbers assaulted the monastery of Mor Barsoum.

In the year 1377 of the Greeks (A.D. 1066), a group of Armenians called the sons of Khaztij
(Baztij?), rebelled against the emperor using the pretext of the invasion of the Turks, and began to practice
robbery. They were joined by three hundred iniquitous men who behaved like ravaging wolves and blood-
shedders disguised under the name of Christianity. They committed ugly crimes in many places. Afterwards,
they moved to the province of Melitene and hid in the mountains. They pillaged the country of Claudia and
Jubas. They ravaged the Monastery of Madiq, the Monastery of Mor Asia, the Monastery of Martyrs, the
Monastery of Mor Marcus and the Monastery of Mor Sergius, and cast the divine mysteries (consecrated
bread and wine) and the Mirun (Holy Chrism) on the floot. They smashed with sticks the bones of the
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martyrs Sergius and Bacchus together with the relics of the saints in the churches and monasteries, and cast
them to the ground. In addition, they took the coffins (of the relics of these saints), and when they were
censured for what they had done, they claimed that they had no knowledge of what they did. Of course,
they were liars and heathens. What they had looted from the village of Sergius was estimated to be worth
one thousand and one hundred dinars, not to mention oxen and donkeys. What they had looted from the
Madiq Monastery was estimated to be worth five hundred dinars. The notables of Melitene pledged to give
them a share from the countries of Claudia and Jubas. In addition, they obtained for them a decree from the
emperor putting four villages of the region under their control in order to settle down and live in peace, but
they waxed stronger and continued for a short while to lie to the notables and spoil the poor. Eventually,
the devil enticed them to attack the Monastery of Mor Barsoum, control it, kill its monks, dwell therein,
declare rebellion and make a living by spoiling the cities and the countryside. When this demonic plan was
going on in the mind of these Armenian robbers, suddenly, the voice of the Turks was heard that they had
captured Melitene. The people of Claudia fled to the mountain of the Monastery of Mor Barsoum
accompanied by these robbers. At the beginning, only ten robbers entered the Monastery of Mor Barsoum
pretending to be monastics, but the monks discovered their trick. At the monastery were strong guards from
Tell Tura who seized these robbers. They killed a great number of other robbers by the sword and stoned
the rest. These things happened without the knowledge of the prior of the monastery and the great number
of the monks except for the administrative monk, Iyawannis, and the secular guards. When it was intimated
to the robbers that their comrades had been killed, they fled. Then, Krinotes, governor of Melitene, sent
some men to collect their arms. These things took place on August 9, 1377 of the Greeks (A.D. 1066), and
on October 20, 1378 of the Greeks (A.D. 1067). While the monks and the captives were returning (from
Melitene), they were suddenly attacked by the robbers who were in the Mountain of Claudia and in the spot
called Hazourin. They exchanged atrows and ten Armenian men were killed. In addition, the monks and
captives were killed whose names are as follows: David, Musa, and Iyawannis. Of the guards were killed
Barsoum and Iliyya (Elijah). He who reads this let him pray for them because they killed the murderers, and
were killed for the sake of the holy Monastery (of Mot Barsoum). Seven robbers were seized and taken to
Melitene, but the accursed Jiti received a bribe from those who connived against the monks and killed them,
and they in turn, were killed. Upon the murder of the governor of Melitene, the robbers entered the home
of the accursed Jiri. They killed him, pillaged everything that was in the house, and left for Melitene which
was still without a wall. May the memory of Jiri and the robbers be cursed.

In the year 1380 of the Greeks (A.D. 1069), the monks built two lofty towers. Thirty-two years later,
in the year 1412 of the Greeks (A.D. 1101), a new tower was erected between these two towers. After forty-
five years, in the year 1457 of the Greeks (A.D. 1146), the eighth tower was built.

Chapter Two: Concerning the Turks’ attack of the region of Cappadocia; on the building of the
wall of Melitene, and the intensification of the conflict between the Chalcedonians and the
Orthodox, and between each other

In this time while the Turks attacked the Roman territory looting, spoiling, burning and devastating,
the Romans stood against each other. Isaac Comnenus (1057-1059) waged war against the capital. He
marched with a great army against Nicomedia and Nicaea, the two cities of Bithynia. He reached the capital
and wrested the government by force.”””® Michael (VI Stratioticus 1056-1057), left for the monastery which
he had built, tonsured his hair, became a monk, and spent his life at the monastery.””’

When in the year 1375 of the Greeks (A.D. 1064) Isaac assumed government, he directed his
attention towards the west.””® He waged a ferocious war against the Pastiqoye (Patzinaks) and triumphed

2026 Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 275-316. Matthew of Edessa, translated by Dostourian, 89-90 and George Ostrogorsky, History
of the Byzantine State, 298-301.

2027 Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 302 says that Michael died soon afer his abdication a private citizen; Ostrogorsky, 1bid., 299;
Matti Moosa, The Crusades A Conflict between Christendom and Islam (Gorgias Press, 2008), 75-76.

2028 This date of Isaac Comnenus cannot be cotrect, for Isaac reigned in the year 1057.
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over them. He was mighty, arrogant and avaricious. In his time, the Turks invaded Melitene and the Roman
country spoiling and pillaging unopposed. After two years of reign, Isaac died and Constantine Ducas ruled
in the year 1377 of the Greeks (A.D. 1066).”” He was from the province of Paphlagonia. He rebuilt the
wall of Melitene. He died nine years after coming to power. The kingdom was administrated by his wife and
sons for eight months. In this period, Krinotes, governor of Melitene, his wife and sons wete murdered, and
since then the city saw no peace.”” The End.

In the year 1372 of the Greeks (A.D. 1061), Constantine (X), nicknamed Ducas (1059-1067), king
(emperor) of the Romans, issued a dectee that two walls and trenches be built around Melitene, and the
trenches refilled with water as they had been in the past. When this decree was announced, some notables,
mostly Syrian Orthodox originally from Melitene, left the capital and came to Melitene which housed the
remains of their fathers. The work commenced immediately. As the emperor’s decree was very urgent,
artisans and engineers from the land of the Romans and Antioch joined those who were in the city. The
notables who came from the capital sponsored a section of the city. In a very short time, they surprisingly
tebuilt the city walls. However, because of constant wars and raids against the city, they could not add any
substantial building to it, but built on its former foundations.

In this time, the patriarch of Constantinople ordered that any one of our Orthodox people or
Armenian in the capital who did not accept their heresy (the Council of Chalcedon), should leave the city.
He forced them to accept his heresy but they would not yield. He ordered Mari to collect the books and the
mysteties found in the Syrian churches and burn them in the furnace. They did the same to the Armenians.
They cast the Body and Blood and the Mimn (Holy Chrism) on the floor and trampled them by foot.
However, the patriarch, who did these iniquities, was immediately stricken by the wrath of Divine justice. A
day later, he exploded and died in bed for no apparent disease or accident. Thus, he ended up his life here
(on earth) with this destiny and will await the merciless judgment kept for him there (in the world to come).

Ignatius, nephew (son of the sister) of Patriarch Haya, was ordained a metropolitan for Melitene.™!
He was well versed in the Syriac and Greek languages and the Holy Scriptures, that is, the Old and the New
Testaments, in addition to his proficiency in profane sciences, grammar, rhetoric, philosophy, dialectics and
translation from one language to the other like Jacob of Edessa and Tuma (Thomas) Harqali. He was
simple, meek, compassionate and abstinent so much so that he never kept in his cell anything to the next

- day.

In this period, the Chalcedonians stirred up persecution against the Orthodox, not only our people
alone but also the Armenians under Roman rule. A decree was issued that they be expelled if they refused to
accept their heresy. This persecution was harsher and bitterer than the one waged by the heathens against
the Christians in the past. At the time the Christians were exposed to the persecution, pillaging and spoiling
by the Turks from the outside, they were even more oppressed by the Chalcedonians from the inside.
However, the reader should know that Divine justice did not wait too long.

Patriarch Athanasius Haya was arrested and the bishops with him and imprisoned in the Monastery
of Matran outside the city.”* Five months later, they were transferred to Constantinople. When they
reached ‘Arqa, west of Melitene, Patriarch Athanasius died, and his body was returned for burial at the Butm
(Oak) Monastery, which is the Monastery of Mor Harun (Aaron) al-Shaghr. After the death of the patriarch,
the Greeks took his nephew Metropolitan Ignatius to Constantinople for questioning. He wrote down
saying, I, Ignatius, Metropolitan of Melitene, suffered harsh and violent persecution.” He went on to say
that, “I am writing about my ordeal not for the love of vainglory, but for the information of the reader. For
I do not want him to weaken in case anything like this might happen to him in the future. He should not
languish in his piety because of the forthcoming distress and be deprived of eternal life.” He continued

2029 This date of Ducas is incorrect. Constantine X Ducas came to power in A.D. 1059 and died in 1067.

2030 Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, 303-304.

2031 He is Ignatius III, who was ordained a bishop by his uncle Athanasius V on April 25, 1063. See Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum,
The Scattered Pearls, translated by Matti Moosa (Gorgias Press, 2003), 418-419.

2032 The Monastery of Eubdocos of the Greeks outside Melitene.
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saying, “They took us to Constantinople and we appeared before the Greek patriarch like common
criminals, and he was intent to condemn us.” Nicolaus, the Greek bishop of Melitene, pointed to Ignatius
saying, “This is the one who will win the whole city of Melitene to his doctrine because he is learned and
discerning.” Then, the patriarch asked Ignatius and his colleagues to explain to him their doctrine, and they
answered briefly saying:

“We believe in a Holy Trinity equal in substance, indivisible, one in power and honot, and nothing
in it high or low. All of it is worthy of adoration and kingdom, and equal in position. It is beyond quality or
quantity. The Father is unborn, the Son is born and the Spirit proceeds (from the Father) One of the
Trinity, God the Word, took body, that is, he was incarnated from the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, in
unchangeable manner. He is one. He is the Son and Lotd Jesus Christ. He is equal to the Father in divinity
and equal to us, we human beings, in humanity. He is out of two: divinity and humanity both of which are
ultimate perfection as the holy fathers said. We maintain One Nature of the Incarnate God the Logos and
One gnamo (hypostasis). From these two natures is compounded the One and the Only One (Christ)
without change or confusion, nay he remained without change. As it is also known, we accept three
Ecumenical Councils of Nicaea, Constantinople and Ephesus. We do not accept those who worked out an
innovation of the faith proclaiming two natures, two substances, two activities and two wills (A reference to
the Council of Chalcedon). In fact, the testimonies of the holy fathers are sufficient to reveal the truth.”
Many other subjects were presented but we prefer not to mention them lest we deviate from the target.

Ignatius went on to say that, “Since we did not submit to them even in one matter, they condemned
us and banished us to the Gaius Mountains in Macedonia. In fact, this was their intention and not the
veracity of the faith. We spent three years in exile subjected to insults and harassment for no reason.
However, when Emperor Constantine Ducas died (in 1067), Queen Eudocia® ordered that all prisoners
and exiles be released. In fact, many senators were also in exile for fear that they might rebel against the
emperor and depose him for his cruelty. It is true that the lack of experience to do good yields such
dispositions. For this reason, some advised the queen to issue this order in order to secure her control of the
government. Accordingly, we were released together with other exiles. We returned to Melitene while the
Chalcedonian patriarch knew nothing about us, but we did not submit to them in a great or small matter
despite their enticements. We, by the help of God, preserved our Orthodox faith and never mingled with
the heretics (the Chalcedonians).”** The End

Chapter Three: On the beginning of the reign of Romanus Diogenes, king (emperor) of the
Romans, his defeat and capture by the Turks; and the affairs of the church in this period

In the year 1368 of the Greeks (A.D. 1068, Romanus Diogenes ruled the Romans for three years
and eight months. He was extremely harsh in his judgments.”®>® He waged war against Hierapolis (Mabug,
Manbij), captured it and evicted the Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) from it.”*

In this same year, the first king of the Turks died and Alp Arslan who was from the same tribe
ascended the throne in Khurasan. He sent Sulayman, one of his relatives, to plunder and then he followed-
him and seized the Armenian regions. When King (Emperor) Romanus heard of this, he assembled the
Roman armies and went forth to Greater Armenia and faced the Turks. He said with arrogance that he
wanted to defeat the Turks, capture their king and burn him in fire. However, the king of the Turks had it in
his heart that if he captured Diogenes and defeated the Romans, he would treat the king (emperor) with
mercy and send him back in peace to his country. These things were revealed by a wondrous means. The
Roman leaders quarreled with their emperor, and the Armenian forces rebelled because the Romans
pressured them to accept their heresy (the Chalcedonian faith), and they fled and retreated. Therefore, the

2033 On Eudocia see Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 345-349.

2034 For this episode see Bar Hebraeus, Ecsiastical History, ed. Abbeloos and Lamy, 436-444, Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum, The
Scattered Pearls, 418-419, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 84-85.

2035 For an example of his behavior, See Michael Psellus, Chronoggraphia, 352-356.

2036 Matthew of Edessa, 128-129.
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united Turks defeated the Romans.”®”’ During this war, a significant thing happened. Sulayman, the sultan’s
cousin, asked the Sultan (Alp Atslan), to trust to him the conduct of the battle, and that he should sit in his
chair at the top of a hillock. The sultan gave him permission to handle the war. Sulayman gathered his
twelve sons and gave each one of them a thousand horsemen. They put on their armor and entered the wat
with the Romans, and the two sided engaged in battle. Behold a man, the son of the sultan’s sister standing
before him, asked him his permission to enter the battle, but the sultan would not agree. However, when he
kept insisting, the sultan yielded and gave him permission to enter the battle. As he was on his way to battle,
he chanced to face Diogenes who was a mighty and courageous man. Diogenes was still fighting despite that
most of his great men and the Armenians had fled. That man struck him and he fell to the ground. He tried
to finish him, but someone told him that he was the emperor. The Turk rejoiced, held him and brought him
to their king, On the road, he met another person who asked him who the captive was. He told him that he
was the king of the Romans. The wretched man, desiring to have the glory for himself, stabbed to death the
man (son of the sultan’s sister) who captured Diogenes, by the sword. Then, he bound Diogenes in chains
and brought him to the sultan. In the evening, the sultan, noticing that his sister’s son did not return, sent
men to search for him. They found him lying flat on the ground still alive. They brought him to (the sultan),
and Diogenes recognized him, and informed the sultan of what had happened. Immediately, the sultan
ordered that this imposter be executed and gave his possessions to the wronged man.

Then, the sultan asked Diogenes what he intended to do with him if he had captured him? He
confessed saying, “I would have burned you by fire.” The sultan said, “But I intended to treat you with
compassion if I had captured you. You ought to know that God answers those who think of what is good.”
He sent him accompanied by soldiers to the boundaties of the Roman country and left him there. It is said
that Sultan Alp Arslan was just and renowned for many good deeds. When the Romans learned that their
emperor was captured, they set up Michael, son of Constantine, (Michael VII Ducas Parapinakes 1071-
1078) as emperor. Michael appointed a certain Iwani (John) as heir apparent. When Iwani learned that
Diogenes had been saved, he sworte falsely to the emperor and departed. Then, when Diogenes atrived, he
gouged out his eyes and Diogenes died a day later. Thus, without God, they (the Romans) dispensed of their
affairs always.”*

Remark

We found in the books of the Tayoye (Arabs) that the name of the sultan who defeated the Romans was
Abu al-Fath, and that the war between the Romans and the Turks took place near Amid. Maybe the
cognomen of Alp Arslan was given him by the caliph when designating him a sultan. End of the account.

The kingdom of the Turks commenced in Khurasan when Sultan Tughrul Bey assumed power. He
dispatched a great company of Turks commanded by al-Basasiri.”” He reached Balish (Balis) and remained
in it for one year, and then returned to Khurasan. In the year 1379 of the Greeks (A.D. 1068), he went forth
again and reached Aleppo. This was the first time the Turks attacked interior Syria and the coastal country
of Palestine. They captured these countries and wreaked havoc plundering and spoiling.

2037 Romanus Diogenes was defeated in 1071 at the battle of Mantskert, Manzikert, Malazkird, Malasgird, north of Lake Van in
Armenia. See Matthew of Edessa, 135. Michael Psellus, Chronagraphia, 355-356, does not mention Manzikert by name. But he
attributes the defeat of Romanus on his ignorance of military sciences and bad judgment.

2038 The Anonymous Edessan, translated by Albert Abouna, under the title Tarikh al-Rubawi al-Majbul (Baghdad, 1986), 64-65,
follows this account with slight variation. Bar Hebraeus, Chronagraphy, 220-223, produces Michael Rabo’s account at length and
with some difference. He says that he found this history in an Arabic and Persian manuscripts. He produces a lengthy
conversation between Alp Arslan and Diogenes. Alp Arslan demanded from Diogenes ten thousand dinars as ransom, and the
surrender of several Roman cities. And when he sent Diogenes back to his country, he had one hundred slaves to accompany him
to Constantinople. Alp Arslan rode side by side with Diogenes and they kissed each other and then separated. Also, regarding the
blinding of Diogenes and his death is different from that of Michael Rabo. See Matthew of Edessa, 135.

2039 Abu al-Harith Arslan al-Basasiri, the Turkish general and governor of Baghdad under the last Buwayhids. See Philip Hitt,
History of the Arabs, 474.
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Upon the death of the Patriarch Mor Athanasius (V in 1063), the bishops assembled in the
Monastery of Mor Abhai on the bank of the Euphrates River and decided to invite Mor Yuhanon (John)
Yeshu, the scribe known as Bar Shushan to assume administration of the church. He was a man of piety and
learning not only in religious but also in profane and civil sciences. He was skillful in speech and very
efficient in the refutation of heretics. He was adorned with excellent characteristics. He chose the path of
asceticism, and when he was invited (to become a patriarch), he refused. He admitted that he regretted to
have accepted (to becoming a patriarch) at the beginning. Later, however, he yielded, especially when some
solitaries and holy men assured him that they had seen through the Spitrit that God had chosen him to take
charge of the church. He accepted the request of the people and the lawful insistence of the clergy. It was
then that (the bishops) celebrated his enthronement as patriarch at Mor Abhai.

Bar Shushan issued twenty-four canons. He decided that they should be applied to him, to the
bishops and to all the members of the church. When the canons were announced, pious men welcomed
them while some coward bishops doubted them. He (Bar Shushan) deposed five bishops and ordained
selected men known for excellent character, but he never changed his ascetic behavior. He exhausted his
body with fasting and wakefulness and walking on foot on the road. If he felt tired, he would mount a
donkey to receive some rest. He also asked those who traveled with him to ride donkeys in case they got
tired walking, and he walked with them in great meekness. He never quit writing even during the respites
they took during their travels. He filled the world with his letters, commentaries and sound directives. Every
year, he assembled a council according to the canons, and carried out adjustment according to the law. He
devoted specific concern to learning and writing. He specifically concentrated on the teachings of St.
Ephraim and St. Isaac. In his old age, he collected them in one volume, but his life ended before he
completed it. He ordained seventeen bishops. He served the patriarchate for nine years. He preferred to live
in the region under the authority of the Tayoye (Arabs, Muslims) to escape the wickedness of the Greeks
(Romans). He lived in Harran, Miyafarqat, and Amid where he is laid to rest. (He died in 1072). His body
was placed in a marble urn and interned in the church of the Mother of God next to the grave of Patriarch
Yuhanon (John) his master who had raised him. May the memory of both of them be a blessing. May their
prayers be with us. Amen.”*

Chapter Four: The commencement of the reign of Michael, son of Constantine, king (emperor) of
the Romans, and the reign of the Turks in the region of Pontus, and the disturbances which took
place in the church, and on the Armenian Philaretus in this period

Having been defeated by the Turks, the Romans could no more face them. Fear gripped Emperor
Michael (VIT Ducas Parapinakes), who assumed power in the year 1389 of the Greeks (A.D. 1078). (The
correct dates of Michael are 1071-1078). He listened to worthless counsels, confined himself to the royal
palace and never went forth to meet the Turks.”™' He gathered the rest of the people in the Pontus region
and sent them by sea. Nothing was left (in Pontus) except garrisons to guard the fortresses and the cities.
When the Turks won an astounding victory and controlled Armenia, sultan Alp Arslan, also known as Abu
-al-Fath, nicknamed “the Just,” sent his cousin Sulayman to the districts of Cappadocia and Pontus and
granted him the authority to become sultan over them.”” The Romans fled before him. He occupied the
cities of Nicaea and Nicomedia and settled in them, and the whole country was filled with Turks. When the
caliph in Baghdad heard this, he sent (Sulayman) various gifts and proclaimed him a sultan, that is, a king

2040 For a biography of Bar Shushan, see Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum, The Scattered Pearls, translated by Matti Moosa, 416-417.

2041 Psellus has nothing but praise for the character of Michael VII, especially that he was an avid reader of history and literature.
See Michael Psellus, Chronographia, 367-373. Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, 305 says that Psellus pitifully puppets
Michael as a cloistered bookwortk. Be that as it may, with him, the Chronography of Psellus comes to an end.

2042 Sulayman, cousin of Alp Arslan, is founder of the Sultanate of Rum Seljuks in 1077. See Philip Hitti, History of The Arabs, p.
475. The Anonymous Edessan is mistaken in making Sulayman the son of Alp Arslan. See Tarikh al-Rubawi al-Majhul, translated by
Rev. Albert Abouna, 66.
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and confirmed him in the leadership. Now, the Turks had two sultans: one in Khurasan and the other in the
country of the Romans in addition to those in Margiane.

In the year 1396 (A.D. 1085), the Egyptians, although they were originally Arabs, conflicted with the
first Arab state regarding leadership on account of the of the doctrinal difference between those in Egypt
and those in Athor (Assyria) and Babylon (Mesopotamia). The sultan of Khurasan sent a prince from the
tribe of Artuk called Agsiz (Atsiz), who captured Damascus from the hands of the Egyptians. Then, he
marched against Jerusalem and entite Palestine and Tyre and Sidon because the Romans were defeated by
him and fled through the sea.”®” When Sultan Sulayman, who reigned in Iconium (Konia), learned that the
Romans in Antioch were weak and only few of them remained in the city, he took three thousand hotsemen
without their families, went through the rugged mountainous path, attacked Antioch at night and seized it
by surprise. They killed a great number of its inhabitants and converted the great Church of Cassianus into a
mosque.

In this same year (A.D. 1085), a prince appeared among the Turks named Tanushman (Ahmad
Giimisshtigin ibn Danishmend). He attacked Cappadocia and captured Sebastea, Caesarea and other
northern regions. At this juncture, the rule of the Danishmends began. While these events were taken their
course, another authority suddenly appeared in the region led by a group of Armenians. They formed a gang
of fifty persons, entered stealthily into region of the Turks, and began to practice robbery. At Mat’ash
(Germanicia), they met an Armenian young man from the village of Shirka named Philardus (Philaretus).**
When they saw that he was strong, cunning and courageous in plundering and killing, they made him their
leader and guide. Since these countries were under the Turks but without a leader, these Armenians spoiled
them. Philaretus seized one fortress in Cilicia, and a group of Armenians banded together around him.
Then, he went further and seized several hard to reach places in Cilicia. When the king (emperor) of the
Romans heard about him, he sent him gifts. Then, Philaretus entered Constantinople and the Greeks, |
rejoicing, offered him arms and gold and proclaimed him a Sebastos “Augustus.” He went out and ruled
Tarsus and Missisa. In addition, he took possession of Mar’ash, Kesum, Ra’ban, Edessa and Anazatba. He
entered Antioch and gained more powet. Then, he entered into the countries of Jihan and Melitene. When
his power waxed, he began to fight the Turks with Roman forces. But when he could not stand up to the
Turks, this miserable man went down to Baghdad and Khurasan and denied his faith.™ He received
documents from the caliph and from the sultan of the Turks to leave for him the countries already under his
authority. When he returned, he found that the Turks had already controlled most of the countries under his
authority. Since he had forfeited his faith for leadership, he lost hope of retaining this leadership. He went to
Mar’ash and there he died. It is said that before his death, he became a Christian. This Philaretus set up
Theodore, son of Hetum the Greek, as governor of Melitene. After him came Harib the Armenian, then
Balatianos, then Gabriel in whose time it was ruled by Buzan.**

Remark

We found in other copies that Philaretus did not seize these cities from the Turks, but the Greeks
themselves empowered him to take them in order to keep them protected for them. When Sulayman came
to Antioch, he seized it from Philaretus. This is the truth. In the time of Sulayman, the people of our faith
obtained an order to build in Antioch the two churches: one for the Mother of God and the other for Mot
Georgius. The Turks took from Philaretus Kesum, Ra’ban, Jihan and other cities, and left him only Mar’ash.

2043 Atsiz, a Turkish term for (horseless), son of Awq (Abeq), a vassal of the Seljukid Sultan Alp Arslan. He captured Jerusalem
from the Shiite Fatimids of Egypt in 1071. See Abu Ya’la Hamza ibn al-Qalanisi, Dbay/ Tarikh Dimashq, ed. H. F. Amedroz
((Beirut, 1908), 98-99, Matthew of Edessa, 152, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 120.

2044 Oq Philaretus see Matthew of Edessa. 137-138, 141, 147, and 151-153, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 75, 89, 90-94, 162, 344,
364 and 487.

2045 Matthew of Edessa, 153.

2046 Matthew of Edessa has nothing good to say about Philaretus. He calls him wicked, the offspring of Satan, tyrannical,
petfidious, the abominable Anti-Christ, etc. p, 137. Buzan is Mujahid al-Din, an army commander of the Seljuk Sultan Malik Shah
called Abu al-Fath by the Anonymous Edessan, 66.
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After the death of Patriarch Yuhanon (John bar Shushan), some bishops stirred up trouble anew
when they met in Hisn Mansur to elect a shepherd. When they could not reach an agreement on a specific
person, they decided to cast a lot. At that time, there was a learned monk proficient in sciences named
Abdun from the family of the holy Patriarchs Yuhanon bar Abdun and the other Yuhanon, who aspired to
the position of the patriarchate. However, the bishops did not approve of him because of his impudence, as
it is written, “The impudent strikes terror in the village.” However, since some bishops had nominated him,
they inserted his name in the ballot. Regardless, the ballot fell for the monk Basil, steward of the Monastery
of Mor Barsoum, but he tenaciously refused to accept the position and even shaved off his beard that they
may leave him alone. Basil, being meek, serene, somehow simple, and pious and God fearing, was awed by
the magnitude of this position (the patriarchate). However, the bishops would not let him go even if he had
shaved off his beard. They ordained him a patriarch at Hisn Mansur in January 1385 (A.D. 1074) by the
laying on of the hands of Mor Athanasius, bishop of Edessa. Basil ordained the already mentioned monk
Abdun, abbot of the Monastery of Bar Jaji, a metropolitan of Semando and called him Yuhanon (John) at
his ordination. He also ordained Yuhanon a metropolitan for Takrit. After his death, both of these
metropolitans rebelled and disturbed the church and its order. Woe to them by God. After serving the
patriarchate for one year and six months, Basil died in Miyafarqat and was butied in its church.

Some bishops who patticipated in the election claimed that the lot fell upon Abdun, but the
president of the council and some bishops manipulated the election. The liar who related this matter to
Abdun was Simon, bishop of Kesum, who the congregation of Melitene wanted as their bishop following
his uncle, nicknamed the Egyptian. Then Patriarch Haya hastened to ordain his nephew Ignatius as bishop
for Melitene, which made Abdun angty against Ignatius. Therefore, no one believed Simon, and since they
abhorred Abdun for his harshness and arrogance, they rejected him. However, Abdun, removing the fear of
God from his heart, left no stone unturned, and bribed the rulers with gold. He would not even feel
ashamed despite that he was condemned by both the easterners and the westerners. He went on to force the
bishops, the monks and the rest of the clergymen to proclaim him a patriarch. He gave Philaretus, the army
general, plenty of gold (to support him). Philaretus seized ten bishops from the region of Melitene and other
regions and imprisoned them that they may endorse Abdun. He gave each of them a hundred dinars but
they would not endorse him.

Yuhanon (John), bishop of Takrit, took advantage of the riot that prevailed in the church, and he, in
turn, removing the fear of God from his heart, trampled on the canons and ordained a bishop for Nisibin.
Soon, however, the bishop he ordained was stricken by God’s wrath and died. He ordained another bishop
instead of him and controlled the country of Tur Abdin, but he was resisted by the monks of the Qartmin
(Mor Gabriel) Monastery. In addition, some bishops who were partisans of Simon, namely, the bishop of
Kesum, and Athanasius, bishop of Samosata, usurped sees of dioceses that do not belong to them.”

Chapter Five: On the period of the reign of Nicephorus and Alexander, kings (emperors) of the
Romans, and the assumption of power by the Turks, and the bishops’ opposition of Abdun

The kingdom of the Turks extended into Beth Nahrim (Mesopotamia), Syria and Palestine, at the
time when there were also here and there some Turkish amirs in the lands of the Arabs. Now the Arabs and
the Turks were living as one people. The Turks were also in control of Greater and Lesser Armenia,
Cappadocia, Bithynia and Pontus, and they always were standing in opposition of the Romans. Whenever an
amir from Khurasan appeared and seized a part of the Roman country, he was confirmed as a governor of
that part by the sultan in Khurasan, called Sinjar, and the caliph in Baghdad, who was their religious leader.
Thus, Greater Armenia was governed by an amir from the tribe of Sukman whose name in Persian was
Shahraman (Shahr Armen). Other governors were appointed to Beth Nahrin called Artukids. The family of
Tunishman (Danishmends) ruled in Sebastea, Caesarea, and Pontus, while the clan of the sultan Sulayman
ruled in Nicaea, Nicomedia and Iconium (Konya). Thus, the kingdom of the Turks was one with the Arabs.

2047 For these lengthy episodes see Bar Hebraeus, Ecclsiastical History, ed. Abbeloos and Lamy, 449-453.
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In the kingdom of the Greeks, also called Romans, Emperor Michael (VII Ducas Parapinakes) was
very feeble and preferred solitary life. Nicephotus, nicknamed Botanicu (Botaneiates) rebelled against him in
the year 1397 (A.D. 1086, actually, Nicephorus rose to power in 1078). He assembled an army, marched
against Constantinople and sieged it for some time, then stormed it and killed the inhabitants by the sword.
When he reached the royal palace, Michael went out on foot and carrying the crown in his hand, he said to
him, “Take this, and withhold the sword from the people. If you had asked me, I would have given it to you
without war.” Nicephorus gave orders that he was to be tonsured, become a monk and spend his life in a
monastery. Then Nicephorus had Michael’s two sons castrated and married his wife. He was despised by
everyone. Divine) grace departed from him, and fear fell upon him. He sat down in the palace, and never
went out to war.

When Alexius Comnenus, captain of the host, witnessed that Nicephorus received power unlawfully
and that the affairs of the kingdom had gone into ruin, he made a secret agreement with the nobles to take
over the government, and then waited for the convenient time. One day as he was with the emperor alone,
his brother came to enter the palace, but the guards would not let him in, and there was commotion. Going
out, Alexius learned the reason of the commotion, but feared that the emperor might know what was going
on. He handed a letter to a certain person and asked him to go through the gate of the city, and then turn
around and come back through another gate, and into the royal palace, as fast as he could. The messenger
did what he was told. The letter was read to the emperor. It contained the information that the enemies had
entered into his country. The emperor commanded the captain of the host (Alexius) to assemble an army
and go forth to meet the enemies. With this false information, Alexius achieved his goal. He went with the
nobles, who backed him up, to a convenient place where they proclaimed him an emperor. Immediately,
they returned to the city (Constantinople) without opposition. Alexius went to the palace, and Nicephorus
departed. He was rewarded according to what he had done, and he had his fill of disgrace and contempt.”**

Alexius assumed power in the year 1400 (A.D. 1089). The period of his reign was twenty-nine years
and not thirty-eight years as mentioned in some sources. We have computed these years to show the
cotrectness of the affairs we will have the occasion to refer to in the course of our relation of the historical
sequence.”™ _

After the bishops freed themselves from Philaretus, who pressured them to accept Abdun, they met
in the Monastery of Mor Barsoum. They invited Li’azar, archimandrite of the monastery, but he
categorically rejected (their invitation), and pronounced an excommunication of himself forty times that he
would not accept becoming a patriarch. However, to forbid Abdun from taking hold of the church, the
bishops ovetlooked the excommunication of archimandrite Li’azar and forced him to become a patriarch.
He was well known to the governor and to Philaretus. Finally, and under the bishops’ pressure, he yielded to
become a pattiarch. He was otdained on the last Friday of Lent, and the bishops asked him to consecrate
the Mirun (Holy Chtism) on Maundy Thursday, but he could not because his right hand had withered. After
his ordination, he lived only one year and ordained no bishops. He died in Hisn Mansur.

The rebel Abdun continued to stir up disturbance. The bishops, motivated by divine zeal, assembled
and excommunicated him as a heretic, and circulated letters to this effect everywhere. Then the bishops’
chose John the solitary from the region of Kharshana, and ordained him a patriarch in the church of Mor

2048 Bar Hebraeus, Chronggraphy, 226-227. Matthew of Edessa tells a different version of the story. He says that Michael was a
pious and virtuous man who lived a saintly life of fasting and praying. He was so ascetic that he stopped having sex with his wife
who resented him. She became sexually involved with Nicephorus Botaneiates and instigated him to rebel against Michael and
take the throne from him. Nicephorus did usurp the throne and took Michael’s wife as his wife. One year later, he became
remorseful of the sins he committed against Michael and, like him, ended up becoming a monk. See Matthew of Edessa, 140-142,
Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, 307-308.
2049 Bar Hebraeus, Chronagraphy, 227-228. Matthew of Edessa, 143, says that after Nicephorus, Melissenus ruled in Constantinople
for four months. See Ostrogorsky, 308-309. But the inhabitants of the city rose up against him, seized his crown and placed it on
the head of Alexius.
2050 The above date of Alexius coming to power is incorrect. Alexius assumed power in 1081 and died in 1118. Thus, he ruled for
thirty-seven years.
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Jitjis (George) in Melitene in the year 1391 of the Greeks (A.D. 1080), by the laying on of the hands of Mor
Ignatius, bishop of Melitene. John served the pattiarchate for one and a half years and ordained five
bishops. He died and was buried in the Qatiro (Barid) Monastery. He was a quiet man, meek and simple.

In that year, locusts swept the region of Jihan. The patriarch and the people went out supplicating to
stop it. When the patriarch saw that the poor people were wailing and the children crying, he felt
compassionate for them. With sheer simplicity of his holy soul, he ordered the locusts not to ruin the
planted fields, except the field in which he was standing. By the otder of God who has power over
everything, the locusts swarmed against that field and devoured it. This miracle took place for the
glorification of God. For many years, the faithful gathered earth from that field, and wherever they threw it,
a miracle took place on that spot. '

At this time, Cyril was the pope of Alexandria and Egypt.

Upon the death of Mor Iyawannis, the audacious Abdun went into action. He was supported by
some people who inculcated to him that his election was from the Lord. Their pretext was that the two
former patriarchs were chosen, ordained and died in a very short time. Abdun wrote saying, “They have
forsaken me, the spring of living water; and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold
water.”””! However, despite being excommunicated, Abdun had the temerity to ordain four bishops. The
faithful were sorely distressed for the confusion in the church, and many lost hope for the lack of faith. End
of the narrative.

Chapter Six: On the period of the reign of Alexius, king (emperor) of the Romans, the kingdom of
the Turks waxed strong, and the affairs of the church worsened

At the outset of the reign of Alexius over the Romans in the year 1400 (A.D. 1081), a Turk named
Tutush Alp Arslan Taj al-Dawla, ruled Damascus and killed Agsis (Atsiz).”**

In the same year, Mahmud ruled Aleppo after his father Salih. Both were Arabs.

In the same year Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Mungqidh usurped Shayzar (fortress) from a bishop who was
appointed by the Romans.

In the year 1404 (A.D. 1085), Mahmud, son of Nast, son of Salih died and his three sons Sabag,
Shabib and Atiyya ruled Aleppo. In this year, Muslim ibn Quraysh marched against them, and after
prolonged wars, he seized it from them.

In 1414 (A.D. 1103), Sharaf al-Dawla ibn Qurush (Cyrus) marched against Harran and wrested it
form the judge who was ruling it, and killed him. In this same year, Sharaf al-Dawla ibn Qurush (Cyrus), ibn
Sulayman the Turk, marched against Antioch to wrest it from Sulayman ibn Kutulmish the Turk, who had
wrested it earlier from Sharaf al-Dawla ibn Qurush.?**’

Then Sultan Abu al-Fath went forth and captured Aleppo peacefully from Malik ibn Salim, and gave
him the fortress of Ja’bar, which he had taken by the sword from Sabiq and killed him.

In this period the Turks seized Tarsus, Massisa (Mopsuestia) and Anazarba and the rest of the cities
of Cilicia.

In this period, the kingdom of the Greeks (Romans) was harassed from every direction.

In this period, the Romans went forth with the Franks from Rome to oppose King (Emperort)
Alexius. They fought against Constantinople in order to wrest it from the Greeks. When Alexius was locked
up in the royal city and embattled by the Franks, the Arabs and the Turks began to control the regions
under the authority of the Romans. In Melitene there was a governor named Gabriel, a Greek, who was
appointed by Philaretus. When Philaretus died, Gabtiel became the governor. When he saw that the Greeks

2051 Jeremiah 2:13.

2052 See Matthew of Edessa, 152.. .
2053 Sulayman ibn Kutulmish was the founder of the Seljuk state of Rum, or Anatolia, 1077-1086. In 1085, he captured Antioch
from Philaretus. See Matthew of Edessa, 147-148; The Anonymous Edessan, 67, says that Sulayman converted the great Church
of St. Peter known as Cassianus into a masjid, see Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 162, 342 with the footnotes.
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were defeated by the Turks, he sent his wife to Baghdad, and she obtained a decree from the king (caliph) of
the Tayoye (Arabs) confirming him a governor of Melitene.

In Edessa, was (a governor) Theodore son of Hetum. When the Turkish al-Farij came to Melitene in
the year 1406 (A.D. 1095), Gabriel treacherously took him to Edessa and administered to him poison, and
he died.”** Upon his death, Gabriel deceived the Turks and took them to Melitene with the pretext that he
would surrender the city to them, but left them outside and shut the gates.”*> However, they set up a leader
named Tawit (Armenian form of David), and spoiled the region and then descended on the city (Melitene).
Afterwards arrived Tunishman (Danishmend) from Sebastea and reconciled them.

In this petiod, another crime was committed against the church by Mark, archimandrite of the Barid
Monastery. Mark was wealthy, and money consumes even the wise. Noticing that the orders of church were
in a state of great confusion created by Abdun, he gave Philaretus three thousand dinars: two from his own
treasury and the other thousand from the monastery. He forcibly got hold of two bishops: one was the
bishop of ‘Arqa, who had usurped the diocese of Jihan unlawfully, and they set up Mark as patriarch by the
order of Philaretus in order to defend him. All bishops, including Yuhanon (John), metropolitan of Takrit,
renounced Mark as they did Abdun. After six years of disturbance, the bishops assembled and, by the advice
of Yuhanon, metropolitan of Takrit, to whom was entrusted Nisibin, accepted Mark (as a patriarch) as a
lesser evil, just to keep Abdun away. Mark was ordained a patriarch and was given the name of Dionysius.
He served the patriarchate for one year and seven months, and ordained ten bishops. He passed away and
was buried in the Monastery of Zarnuqa in the region of Melitene.

Abdun tried once more to usurp the patriarchate, but was rejected by the bishops. In the year 1401
(A.D. 1090), the bishops assembled in the village of Qaramis in the region of Melitene. They cast a lot (for a
new patriarch) and the monk Abu al-Faraj from the Monastery of Mor Barsoum won. He was born in the
city of Amid in Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia), but was raised and educated in Melitene, and became a monk
at the Monastery of Mor Barsoum. When the invitation was addressed to him, he refused to accept the new
position, and the bishops suspended him from service. This situation continued for nine months. The
reason he declined was because of the disturbance Abdun had created in the church. However, when the
bishops saw that he insisted on not accepting the position (of a patriarch), they sought the aid of the Greek
Gabriel, governor of Melitene, and he forced him to accept. He was ordained a patriarch in the S2’i church
in Melitene on the first Sunday of December 1402 (A.D. 1091), by the laying on of the hands of Timothy,
bishop of Tell Batriq who also chaired the council. Timothy was assisted by Ignatius, bishop of Melitene,
Iyawannis, bishop of ‘Arqa, Basil, bishop of Lagbin and Iyawannis, bishop of Samosata.

Abdun went to see Gabriel (governor of Melitene), and offered him two thousand gold dirhams just
not to have Athanasius (Abu al-Faraj mentioned above) accepted (as a pattiarch). Since Gabriel knew that
the ordination of Athanasius was performed in his own city, he repelled Abdun. He hoped that the patriarch
would visit him and bring him gifts as a token of thanks. However, when the patriarch did not fulfill
Gabriel’s hope, he had him brought by force from the Monastery of Mor Barsoum. When he artived at the
door, Gabriel went out to welcome him and receive his benediction, but the patriarch refused to respond.
He told Gabriel, “You are a Greek (Chalcedonian) and we are Sytians.” Gabriel became indignant and
ordered the patriarch imprisoned in the house of a prostitute in order to augment his humiliation. He also
ordered him to close the churches and not to ring bells until he released him. However, the faithful people
collected money and paid Gabriel nine hundred dinars, and he released the patriarch, who returned to the
Monastery of Mor Barsoum. ‘

In the year 1393 (A.D. 1082), a Turk named Qaraoul ruled Melitene.

In this year, there was famine and a pound of bread was sold for one dinar and two pounds of wine
for the same price. In addition, in this same year earthquake took place and eighty-six towers collapsed.

2054 He is the Sultan al-Faraj of Matthew of Edessa, 163, and the Anonymous Edessan, 67-68.

2055 Matthew of Edessa, 163, does not mention the faith of Gabriel. But his translator, Ara Doutourian, says in footnote 3 that he
was of the Byzantine Orthodox faith. The Anonymous Edessan, 67 and 80, says that Gabriel was a Chalcedonian who governed
Melitene.
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In 1396 (A.D. 1085), an earth tremor took place in Constantinople and several thousands of people
drowned.

In the year 1407 (A.D. 1096), Gabrtiel the Greek (Roman), was appointed by the Turks as governor
of Melitene. He killed the chief Abu Salim, the son-in-law of the late sons of Abu Imran and Abu Uqayal.
On April 28 of the year 1408 (A.D. 1097), Gabriel killed eight prominent and believing merchants. They
were Barsoum, son of the nun and his two sons, Gurgis, the bridegroom and his two sons, Basil Hawa and
his son Abd Allah ‘Arqi, and Sahdo, a famous deacon of Tantini. He plundered from their homes and from
Abu Mansur abundant gold, silver and vessels. From the church of the Episcopus, he pillaged crosses,
censers, the jar of Mirun (Holy Chrism), and the entire church vessels. Furthermore, he destroyed houses
and constructed a citadel and a wall. End of the narrative.

The story of Phesqin

In this time began the construction of the Phesqin Monastery in the following manner. In the
Monastery of Mor Abhai were many Nazerites (ascetics), of whom was the pious monk David and his
mates. They followed a virtuous life and excellent conduct that God endowed them with seeing visions and
doing wonder works. They were visited by the venerable old man Plotiusa from Kharshana, who was an
ascetic in the Monastery of Mor Barsoum. David and his companions took him as a guide and counselot.
One day, as they were deliberating a certain matter, Plotinus told them that God had revealed to him that
next to the cavern on the bank of the Euphrates was a monastery known as the Monastery of the
Samosatians, that it would become a home for pious solitaries. David and his companions went to the place
and lived in huts. They were preoccupied with good works, fasting, and prayer day and night. By their
hands, many sick were healed and anyone who asked them by faith was healed. The son of the governor of
the district, 2 young man tormented by evil spirits, went to them, was healed, and became 2 monk. His
mother also became a nun and in a short time attained a high degree of virtue. By her prayers, many sick
people and those afflicted by evil spirits were healed. In addition, rabban (teacher, monk) Basil received the
grace of healing and revelation. However, Dionysius, metropolitan of Melitene, Sa’id and his brother Abu
Ghalib Sabuni, wanted to have the monks of Phesqin and the aged Plotinus excommunicated because they
were followers of the heresy of the Messalinas.””® They also maintained the revelation of the old man
Plotinus to the people who visited him, by saying to them, “This one committed sin and the other did this
and that,” was done by the influence of evil spirits that appeared to him. However, the Patriarch Athanasius
disagreed with them. He said, “When Satan deceives, he destroys the soul and the body and cannot be
restored. The grace with which the ancients wete endowed, like the healing of bodies and souls, is from
God. We, on our part, support his idea.”

Rabban (monk) Habakkuk, who succeeded David as the archimandrite of the monastery, built its
church. He implemented the canons laid down by David who forbade the monks from owning a vineyard, a
field or a beehive. In addition, he forbade them from asking anyone for something or charity. End of the story
of Mor Demit in Gargar. (The Monastery of Phesqin was also called the Monastery of the Canal and the
Monastery of Mor Demit in Gargar.)

Chapter Seven: The expedition of the Franks against Jerusalem, and the visit of the Patriarch
Athanasius to the caliph in Baghdad

When the Turks dominated Syria and Palestine, they inflicted the Christians who came to worship in
Jerusalem with many evils by beating and humiliating them. They imposed on them heavy tributes that they
exacted at the city gate or at Golgotha and the Holy Sepulcher. Moreover, they killed the Christians in one
way ot another especially those who came from Rome and the rest of Italy. As a result, a great number of
them lost their lives. This kindled the zeal of the kings and princes in Rome who marshaled an army in those

2056 For Sa’id Sabuni (d. 1095), and his brother Basilius Abu Ghalib Sabuni (d. 1129), see Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum, The Scastered
Pearls, translated by Matti Moosa, 419-422.
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regions and came by sea to Constantinople.””” However, when the King (Emperor) of the Greeks (Romans,
Byzantine) Alexius, prevented them from passing through, they determined to occupy the city and wrest it
from the Greeks. They fought the inhabitants of Constantinople from 1090 to 1097 A.D.**

While the Franks were busy with the people of Constantinople, Antioch was rocked by an
earthquake. A great temple appeared in the foundation of a ruined fortress containing huge brass statues
representing the Franks mounted on hotses, fully armed with lances and swords. They were all in chains.
The Turkish governor Aghusin (Yaghi Siyan)’® ordered a search to establish the truth of this discovery, but
no one seemed to know about it and no book has referred to it. So, the statues were considered as pagan
idols. The king (governor, Yaghi Siyan) ordered that they be destroyed. However, a blind old woman said, “I
have heard old people say that under one of the fortresses are laid cryptic characters belonging to the Franks
to caution them not to cross the sea.” When the governor heard what the woman said he felt sorry for
destroying those characters. He asked the woman whether she had heard how they were made and whether
it was possible to make others like them. She answered in the negative, and they killed her.*®

The Franks vowed to God that in case they occupied Jerusalem they would grant safety to all the
Christian churches. In addition, they would hand over the churches and monasteries to all those who
believed in Christ.**' In the meantime, Sulayman was killed by the Turks and by Alp Arslan. The Franks
who reached Antioch were two kings and seven princes. The kings were Ma’mun (Bohemond I of Taranto,
son of Robert Guiscard), and Tanjari (Tancred, nephew of Bohemond I). The princes were Rajil (Roger of
Salerno), Baimond (Bohemond, apparently, the name is repeated), Baghdawin (Baldwin of Boulogne I,
brother of Godfrey of Bouillon), Gosselin (Joscelin I, of Courtenay, first cousin of Baldwin II), Galeran (of
Le Puiset), Gondofer (Godfrey of Bouillon) and Salgis, (Saint-Gilles, (Raymond of St. Gilles, count of
Toulouse).® When Theodore, son of Hetum who ruled al-Ruha (Edessa) after the murder of Buzan
(Seljukid governor of Edessa 1087-1094), heard that the Franks had besieged Antioch, he promised to hand
over Edessa to Duke Godfrey. The Franks rejoiced saying that as Edessa believed in Christ before
Jerusalem, so did the Lord Christ hand it to us before Jerusalem.”* Godfrey sent his brother Baldwin to
rule Edessa.

2057 For a thorough analysis of the causes of the Crusades and the western and eastern writers on the subject, see Matti Moosa, The
Crusades: Conflict between Christendom and Islam (Gotgias Press, 2008), Chapters 1 and 2, 11-33.

2058 See Gesta Francorum et Aliorum Hierosolimitanorum, translated into English by Rosalind Hill under the title The Deeds of the Franks
and the other Pijgrims to Jernsaler (London, Thomas Nelson, 1962), 2-4, hereafter the Gesta Francorum, Anna Comnena, The Alexiad,
translated by Elizabeth A. Dawes (London, 1967), 249-252; William of Tyre, 4 History of Deeds Done beyond the Sea 1 translated by
Emily Atwater and A. C. Krey (Columbia University Press, 1943): 110; and Steven Runciman, "The First Crusade: Constantinople
to Antioch," in A History of the Crusades 1: 280-284; and by the same author, A History of the Crusades 1. (Harper Torch Books,
1965):115-118; L. Bréhier, ie e Mort de Byzanc, (Partis, 1947), 310; F. Chalandon, Histoire de la Premiere Croisade jusqu'a l'élection de
Godefroi de Bouillon (Paris, 1925), 76-77; René Grousset, Histoire des Croisades et du royame franc de Jérusalem, (Paris, 1934): 8-10.

205 Mu'ayyid al-Dawla Yaghi Siyan, Seljukid govetnor of Antdoch 1087-1098. Bar Hebraeus calls him Gaisan. See Bar Hebraeus,
Chronography, 235. According to Matthew of Edessa, Yaghi-Siyan was a vicious, vile, invidious and savage-minded man. See
Matthew of Edessa, 154.

2060 ‘This anecdote seems to be peculiar to our author. It is not found in other Syriac sources. A similar anecdote is related by Ibn
al-Adim as told by al-Qadi Hasan ibn al-Mawj al-Faw'i. See Kamal al-Din Ibn al-Adim, Bughyat al-Talab fi Tarikh Halab, ed. Suhayl
Zakkar, I (Damascus, 1988), 481-482, and Suhayl Zakkar, Madkba! iia Tarikh al-Harub al-Salibiyya (Beirut, Dar al-Amana, 1972),
125-126, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 341-342. While our author does not give the source of this anecdote, Ibn al-Adim bases it
on the word of mouth of al-Qadi Hasan ibn al-Mawj al-Faw'i. For more information on Barakat ibn Faris al-Faw'i known as al-
Muyjann, imprisoned, tortured and then killed by Ridwan, lord of Aleppo in 1097, see Ibn al-Adim, Zubdat al-Halb min Tarikh
Halab, in Recuesl Des Historiens Des Croisades. Historiens Orientaux 111 (Patis: Imprimetie Nationale, 1844): 585-586, and the same ed.
Sami al-Dahhan, IT (Damascus, 1954): 139-141; Ibn al-Qalanisi, Dbay! Tarikh Dimashg, ed. H. F. Amedroz (Beirut, 1908), 135.

2061 See Ibn al-Qalanisi, Dhay/ Tarikh Dimashq, and Matthew of Edessa, 165.

262 See August C. Krey, The First Crusade, 57; Fulcher of Chartres, Historia Iberosolymotana, translated into English by Martha
Evelyn McGinty, as Faulher of Chartres Chronicle of The First Crusade, (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1941), 21-22;
William of Tyre, I: 95 and 116 The Anonymous Edessan 73. Matthew of Edessa, 228, 230 and 232, Bar Hebraeus, 251, and Ibn
al-Qalanisi, Dbay/ Tarikh Dimashg, 208.

2063 Theodore, son of Hetum became governor of Edessa after the death of Buzan in 1094.
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The Franks attacked Antioch for nine months.”®* The city was ruled by the Turkish chiefs Gasian
and Aghusin.”®® Because of the Franks' siege of the city (Antioch), Yaghi Siyan departed it for Aleppo. On
the way, he was met by a group of Armenians who cut off his head and brought it to the Franks. It also
chanced that two Armenian brothers who were responsible for guatding the fortresses collaborated in
delivering the city to Bohemond by night. On the same day the Franks artived in Antioch, the Turks arrived
in Baghras. The citadel was still in the Tutks' hand. They besieged the city and the Franks suffered violent
hunger until they ate their horses and resorted to prayer. In a dream, King Tancred saw an opening in the
Church of Cassianus inside which was the nails of the Lotd's cross. He made from them a cross and a
Roman lance, put them on and went to fight the Turks. Indeed, God made the Franks triumphant and the
ground was filled with corpses. The Franks chased the Turks a distance of one whole day. After the Franks
had total control of Antioch, the Turks left Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia) and came to Ma'arra (Ma'arrat al-
Nu'man) and Sarug, which belonged to the Bani Utayr.”**

Before the arrival of the Franks, the Egyptians had invaded Jerusalem and captured it from the
Turks.””” When the Franks came, they first occupied Jaffa and then marched to Jerusalem, which was ruled
by the Egyptian Fadil.*®® They set up a wooden tower in the middle of the eastern gateway called Stephen’s
Gate and conquered it in July (1098), in the second year of their march. A great number of Arabs were slain
and the ground was filled with their corpses. The Temple of Helkun, that is, the Temple of Hope was
likewise filled with the slain. They (the Franks) burned the corpses by fire. Godfrey ruled the city for two
years as the first king of the Franks followed by Baldwin who ruled the city for seven years.”*®

Up to the time of King (Emperor) Alexius, our people had a church in Constantinople. The
Armenians had also a church and each of them was ministered by a priest. They (Syrian and Armenian
congregations) included a group of merchants and others. One day, a Syrian priest visited Constantinople
but the Syrian priest in the capital who came from Semando, did not accept him. He was possessed by a
demon and said to the Greeks, “The Syrians and the Armenians in your capital are in league with the
Turks.” This outraged the emperor who ordered the two churches be burned down, and expelled our priest.
The Syrian congregation joined the heretics. End of the narrative.

In September of 1406 of the Greeks (A.D. 1095), Ignatius the writer, metropolitan of Melitene,
passed away. He was succeeded by Athanasius Sa’id bar Sabuni, the learned erudite and excellent writer who
was well versed in both Syriac and Greek. He was ordained a bishop on Assumption Day in the town of
Qanqart in the district of Amid, and was called Yuhanon (John). His ordination was performed in

2064 See Matthew of Edessa, 167. William of Tyre, I: 186-260. For a throrough analysis of the capture of Antioch by the Franks see
Matti Moosa, The Crusades, entire Chapter 11, 341-380.

2065 No other source mentions that Antioch was ruled by two Turkish governors. It seems that the author mixes up Gaisan and
Aghusin who is one person, Yaghi Siyan, governor of Antioch 1087-1098. Bar Hebraeus calls the Turkish governor of Antioch
Gaisgan while the Anonymous Edessan, 77, calls him Aksin. For other sources on Yaghi Siyan see Matti Moosa, Ibid.

2066 In order to have a better understanding of these events, the readet is advised to read Chapters 11 and 12, 341-427 of Matti
Moosa’s The Crusades.

2067 According to Ibn al-Qalanisi, in Sha'ban (July, 1097), al-Afdal, commander-in-chief of the Egyptian (Fatimid) army came to
Jerusalem and encamped before the city, which then was in the hands of the Turkish amirs Sukman and Ilghazi, sons of Artuk.
Al-Afdal stormed the city and occupied it and returned to Egypt. See Ibn al-Qalanisi, Dbay/ Tarikh Dimashg, 135-136, Ibn al-Athir
says that when the Egyptians saw the weakness of the Turks, they sent an army commanded by al-Afdal, son of Badr al-Din al-
Jamali, an Armenian slave and Chief Vazir of the Fatimid caliph from 1073 to 1094, who attacked the city of Jerusalem for forty
days and captured it. See Ibn al-Athir, Kamil al-Tawarikh, in R.H.C, Or, I: 197-198, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Muyyasir, Muntakbabat
(exctracts) from Tarikh Ibn Muyassir, in RH.C..OR., III : 462-465; Abu al-Mudaffar Yusuf ibn Kizoghlou known as Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi,
Mir'at al-Zaman fi Tarikh al-A'yan, in RH.C., OR,, III: 518-519, and Ibn Taghtbirdi, a/Nujum al-Zabira, in RH.C., OR., HI: 485-
486. William of Tyre says that al-Afdal, whom he calls Amireius, was an Armenian botn of Christian parents. More correctly, is
that al-Afdal's father Badr al-Jamali was an Armenian and a slave in the house of the Fatimid caliph. See William of Tyre, I: 393.
2068 More correctly Sayf al-Islam Shahanshah al-Afdal, the Fatimid Vizit who was the virtual ruler of Egypt 1095-1121. See former
notes.

2069 Bar Hebraeus says that the Franks set up siege towers, one on the south side at a place called Sihyawn (Zion), and the other in
the middle of the eastern gateway, that of St. Stephen,and killed more than seventy thousand Arabs in the Temple of Solomon.
See Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 235-236.
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compliance with the wishes of Gabriel, governor of Melitene.”” Gabriel came to Melitene when the Turks
were attacking it. After he entered the city, the gates were closed because Kilij Arslan, Sultan of Iconium was
investing it. Gabriel asked the bishop (S2’id bar Sabuni) to stand next to him and watch the guards. The
pious bishop took this matter seriously and began to encourage the people. Meantime, the sultan sent a
deacon in his company as a messenger to negotiate with the bishop by the permission of the governor
(Gabriel). The bishop received the deacon, but Gabriel was hiding listening to their conversation. The
deacon said "The sultan (Kilij Arslan) says if you deliver the city to him, he is ready to grant you safety and
bounty. Otherwise, he will take the city by the sword. Blood will be shed and God will take revenge of you
for the shedding of blood." The bishop said to the deacon, “Have no delusion. No one has ever conquered
this city and no one will ever be able to conquer it. There is enough food in it sufficient for more than ten
years. “With this response, he dismissed the deacon. Turning to Gabriel the bishop said, “My Lord, you
have heard what was said. It is better to deliver the city by our own will.” Since then Gabriel bore a grudge
against the bishop. Likewise, the Greeks (Romans) detested him, and the Franks berated him (the bishop)
because he wanted to deliver the city to the Turks. They also loathed him because he offended them in his
disputation with them about doctrinal matters.””

On Friday, the bishop was conducting the service of the Third Hour at the wall of the city with the
congregation repeating after him. Gabriel and the Greeks noticed how greatly the congregation was devoted
to him, and decided to kill him. When he descended the wall, he was told that Gabriel ordered the killing of
one of the faithful. The bishop, accompanied by a priest, hastened to intercede on behalf of the wronged
man. They found the wicked Gabriel mounted on a horse between the two walls surrounded by
infantrymen. The bishop implored him saying, "Blessed governor have pity on poor men. It is not
appropriate to do killing inside and outside the city." However, the ignoble (Gabriel), who kept in his heart
to kill the bishop, said, “But you yourself want to deliver the city to the Turks?" Outraged, he ordered a
carrier of his armor to strike the bishop with a lance, but he had no courage to do it. Gabriel, then, grabbed
the lance from him and struck the pious bishop on the head and he fell dead. This took place on Friday, July
4, 1406 (A.D. 1095). The priests who were present fled and scattered and the whole city was shaken, and the
people congregated where the pious bishop was martyred. When the murderer Gabriel saw the crowds, he
was scared and ordered that the body of the pious bishop moved to the garden to be hidden in the reeds.
Two days later, they carried him to his final resting place, and he was buried in the Great Church of al-
S a'i.2072

Patriarch Athanasius, who could not administer the affairs of the church without fear because of
Abdun’s audacity, decided to journey to Baghdad and meet with the Caliph Abu Ja’far. He received from
him letters addressed to all the Arab and Turk governors of the districts of Athor (Assyria), the Jazira, Beth
Nahrin (Mesopotamia), Syria and Cappadocia, ordering them to accept Athanasius and reject the rebel
Abdun. However, Abdun had already ordained four bishops: Iyawannis, bishop of Tell Hamdun who was
devoured by dogs; Eupdocus, bishop of ‘Arqa, who was rejected and joined the heretics; Ignatius, bishop of
Mardin, who repented and was accepted; and bar Khoriza who converted to Islam in Amid.

Chapter Eight: On the Turks’ rule of Melitene for the first time; the murder of Gabriel and Ibn
Hetum; the beginning of the rule of Kilij Arslan; the building of the wall of Kesum, and church
affairs in this period

2070 Gabriel or Khotil, Armenian, ruler of Melitene to 1103. He was a lieutenant of Philaretus, ruler in Anatolia to 1085 who
succeeded Philaretus as the governor of Melitene. By faith, he was Chalcedonian.

2071 The doctrinal matters here concern the doctrine of the manner of the union of the two of Christ, the human and the divine,
in the Incarnation. It was basically a refutation of the new definition of faith by the Council of Chalcedon.

2072 A shorter account of this gruesome incident is given by the Anonymous Edessan. He says that Satan entered this accursed
(Gabriel) who maliciously murdered the bishop. Gabriel was killed and his household exterminated. See the Anonymous Edessan,
83 of the Arabic translation, and Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 233, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 95-96. William of Tyre, I: 450
says that Gabriel was Armenian by birth, language, and habit, but Greek in faith, on 522 he makes him a Greek nobleman.
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After Sulayman, first Turkish governor of Iconium was killed,””” he was succeeded by Kilij Arslan
(1092-1106-7), who was the first to be appointed to Melitene in the time of Gabriel who had killed the
bishop (Said Ibn Sabuni). When Gabriel heard of the coming of Kilij Arslan, he left Melitene and went to
protect his own country. Meantime, Tunishman came from Sebastea (to Gabriel's region), and for three
years devastated it, looted the crops and departed in the winter.””* However, inside Melitene, Gabriel
oppressed the poor people more than the Tutks. Among the persecuted was Theodore son of Hetum,
Curopalates (guardian of the palace), who was killed by the Edessans. When the Franks seized Edessa,
Gabriel tried to help them take hold of Melitene where a group of Armenians ruled some areas since the
time of Pilardos (Philaretus).”” One of these was Basil (Vasil in Armenian), governor of Kesum and
Ra'ban.”™® In his time, the wall of Kesum, which had been ruined when the Arabs ravaged the region, was
restored. There was a group of Armenians who ruled some regions of Cilicia, and were known as the sons
of Rafan. ™" In the time of King (Emperor) Basil, the Armenians left the region. The Turks also left in the
time of Emperor Michael, who had appointed Philaretus a governor of Cilicia to resist the Turks after he
had proven his capability as we have sufficiently said before. Since then the Armenians settled down in

2073 Sulayman son of Kutulmish, Seljuk Sultan of Rum 1077-1086. He was killed in 1086 in the battle near Aleppo between him
and Tutush, brother of the Seljuk Sultan Malikshah. See Ibn al-Adim, Zubdat al-Halab min Tarikh Halab, ed. Sami al-Dahhan, 2
(Beirut: al-Matba'a al-Catholikiyya, 1954): 97-98, Ibn Wasil, Mufarrij al-Kurub fi Akbbar Bani Ayyub 1. 16. Anna Comnena, The
Akexiad, 154-155, Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 230; Runciman, I: 76-77.

207 The Tunishman of our author is actually Danishmend. Danishmend is a Persian term meaning "learned men" or "preachers"
which indicates religious connotations. The Danishmends were Ghagis, or zealot Muslim dervishes determined to spread Islam
into the heart of Christian Roman (Byzantine) land, but their faith was not in conformity with orthodox Islam. They were Alawis
(Alevis) extreme Shiites, or propagators of other heterodox beliefs combined with Sufism. They exerted great influence on the
Turkoman tribes. One of these Ghazis was the Turkoman Amir Ahmad Ghazi who established a principality in 1063 which lasted
until 1174 around Sebastea (present day Siwas), Comana, Amasya and Niksar or Neocaesarea where he resided, and Gangra in
Cappadocia under the suzeraity of the Seljuk Sultan Malikshah. See Bar Hebraeus, Chronagraphy, 229 and 236-237; Grousset, L'
Empire du Levant, 170-173, and Claude Cahen, "The Turkish Invasion: The Selchiikids," in 4 History of the Crusades, 1:163-164. L.

Mélikoff, "Danismendids," in The Encyclopedia of Isiam, ed. B. Lewis, Ch. Pellat and J. Schacht IT (Leiden, E.J. Bril,1965): 110-111,

Matthew of Edessa, 176-177 the Anonymous Edessan, 74 and 80-81; William of Tyre, I: 411; Runciman, 4 History of the Crusades,
L: 320-321, and E. Honigmann, "Malatya," in The Encyclopedia of Islam, ed C.E. Bosworth et al., VI (Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1991):230-
231, and Matti Moosa, Extremist Shiites: The Ghulat Sects (Syracuse, New York: Syracuse Umversnty Press, 1988), 11-13.

2075 Our author mentions Pialrdos or Philaretus for the first time in Book XV, Chapter IV, in the context of showing how two
powers, one of the Danishmends and the other of the Armenian Philaretus simultaneously emerged in 1085. He states that in this
year the Turkish amir Tunishman (Danishmend), entered the region of Cappadocia and captured Sebastea (Siwas), Caesarea and
other northern regions. With him began the leadership of the Danishmends. While these events were taking place, anothet
leadership suddenly emetged in the region at the hands of a group of Armenian robbers who formed a gang of fifty men. They
surreptitiously entered the region with the Turks and engaged in the acts of robbery. In the region of Mar'ash they met an
Armenian young man from the village of Shirka named Piladros. In Chapter V, we hear about Philaretus interfering in the affairs
of the Syrian Church, especially in the case of the recalcitrant Bishop Abdun. In Chapter VI, the author states in passing that there
was in Melitene a Greek governor named Gabriel who was appointed by Philaretus and succeeded him as governor of that city.
Here in Chapter VIII, we learn that since the time of Philaretus, a group of Armenians governed some of the regions where
Melitene was situated. Shortly afterwards, and in the same chapter, we learn that Mikha'il (Michael VII, Ducas 1071-1078), had
appointed Philaretus a governor for Cilicia to resist the Turks. The author could not be correct because Philaretus did not
recognize the authority of Michael Ducas. See Runciman, 4 History of the Crusades, I: 73; Grousset, L." Empire du Levant (Paxis,
1949), 177; Beéhier, Vie et Mort de Byzance, 284, Anna Comnena, The Alexiad, 153, Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 229.

207 Kogh Vasil, that is Vasil the Robbet, so called because he stole many fortresses of the #hughur (northern border fortifications
between Byzantine and Muslim territories extending from Sytia to Armenia). See Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, pp. 237 and 246 and
by the same author, Tarikh Mukbtasar al-Duwal, ed. Anton Salihani (Beirut, al-Matba'a al-Catholikiyya, 1958), 199, Matthew of
Edessa, 196, 200-201, 211, 219-220, William of Tyre, I: 304-305, and Galust Ter Grigorian Iskandetian, Die Kreugfabrer and ibre
Beziehungen 3u den armenischen Nachbarfiirsten big sum Unftergange der Grafichaft Edessa, (Leipzig, 1951, published as a thesis by the
University of Leipzig), 61.

207 By sons of Rafan, the author means the Rubenids, or Roupenids who are members of an Armenian dynasty in Cilicia from
1080 to 1375. Roupen was one of the men of the Armenian King Gagik II (reigned 1042-1045). About 1080 he settled in the
fastness of the Taurus Mountains at Bardzrberd, ot Partzapert northeast of Sis where he established an Armenian principality. See
Matthew of Edessa, 166, and 174; and David Marshall Lang, The Armenians: A People in Exile (London: George Allen & Unwin,
1981), 58, and Sirapie Der Nersessian, The Armenians (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1970), 44-48.

621



The Sytiac Chronicle of Michael Rabo

Cilicia and Syria.*”® A hundred years later, and because of the Turks' opptession of the Armenian Catholicos
in Armenia, the Armenian chiefs moved his See to Cilicia. Meantime, being oppressed by Tunishman
(Danishmend), Gabriel of Melitene swore three times to the Franks that he would deliver Melitene to them.
He married his daughter, (Morphia),. to the Edessan Count (Baldwin II, Le Bourg) who was the nephew
(son of the sister) of Baldwin I, king of Jerusalem, who later became a king of Jerusalem. Therefore,
Bohemond (prince of Antioch) was confident that he would take hold of Melitene. However, when he
teached the regions under the control of the Armenians, the Armenians betrayed him. They feared that he
might evacuate them if he became a king. They secretly appealed to Danishmend (Ilghazi) for help. And so
did Gabriel by secretly appealing to II-Ghazi when the king (Bohemond) reached the town of Jafna. The
accursed Gabriel would not let him enter the town. Gabriel continued to double-cross him (Bohemond)
until the Danishmend had arrived. He set up ambushes against him and captured him. Thus, the Turks were
able to establish more footholds through Gabriel and the Armenians. Danishmend sent Bohemond to
Sebastea and then went to lay siege against Melitene. Meantime, Gabriel increased his iniquities and
wickedness by plundeting, ravaging and killing without mercy. Thus, two quislings delivered the city to the
Turks. Danishmend entered the city on Wednesday of September 18, 1102 and spoiled it, but he did not
allow the killing of any person because he considered the people his own share. He released those who long
time ago were taken captive to his county and returned them to their homes. He brought bread, oxen and
other necessities from his country and offered them to the people, and the people were filled and satisfied.
He appointed for them a governor named Basiligh, a just and God-fearing man.*” (Divine) justice prevailed
against Gabriel. The Turks tortured him violently, and some Christians took revenge against him and beat
him. They reminded him of murdering the righteous bishop (Said Ibn Sabuni), subduing the chiefs and
other people, and for the crimes he had committed. After they scoutged him enough and made him swill
bitterness, they took him to an isolated invincible fortress (The Qati'a Fortress) where his wife was confined.
The Turks forced him to ask his wife to deliver the fortress to them. He tried to double-cross them by a
devilish trick telling his wife, “I am sending you the boy Midas as a signal to deliver the citadel.” However,
the term of Midas in the Armenian language means, "Do not deliver." Discovering his deception, the Turks
killed him and threw his body to the dogs that devoured him. Then Danishmend (llghazi) brought
Bohemond to Melitene and sold him for hundred thousand dinarii.>®*® When Bohemond was released, he
gave Antioch to his nephew (his sister’s son) Tancred, and returned to his homeland. He begat a son whom
he called Bohemond, after his name. Later, Bohemond (the son) became governor of Antioch. Meantime,
Saint-Gilles (Raymond) marshaled an army, and after bitter fight, wrested Tripoli from the hands of the
Muslims. He had earlier wrested Jerusalem from the Muslims and gave it to his children. He returned to his
homeland taking with him the lance that had been discovered in Antioch. Upon his arrival in
Constantinople, King (Emperor) Alexius knew about the lance and demanded to see it in order to be

2078 In this very brief statement, the author touches upon one of the most important events in the history of the Middle East in
the tenth and eleventh centusies, e.g the Turks' penetration and settlement of Asia Minor which came to be known as Turkey. In
conjunction with the Turks' penetration of Asia Minor, the Armenians migrated to Cilicia in south-east Asia Minor whete they
settled and founded Armenian principalities. See Steven Runciman, The Emperor Romanus Lecapenus and His Reign: A History of Tenth-
Century Bygantium (Cambridge, 1929), 125-133 and 151-7, M. Canard, "Arminiya," The Encyclopedia of Islam 1 (Leiden: E.J. Brill,
1960): 636, Matthew of Edessa, 28-33; Geotge. Ostrogotsky, History of the Byzantine State. transl. by J. Hussey (Oxford at the
University Press, 1956), 254-257; N. Iotga, L' Ammenie Cilicienne, (Pardis: J. Gambe, 1930), 87-88, Sirapie Der Nersessian, The
Armenians, 44, AA. Vasiliev, History of the Byzantine Empire, I: 355, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 66-74.

2079 1)-Ghazi Ibn Danishmend captured Melitene in 1123-24. See the Anonymous Edessan, 108. Matthew of Edessa does not
specifically mention the fall of Melitene into the hands of Tbn Danishmend. But he gives a detailed account of the violent assauit
of Melitene by the forces of Ibn Danishmend. He also says that Gabriel appealed to Bohemond for help and both Bohemond and
Richard (of Salerno) went to meet the Muslim but without precaution. Their troops put aside their weapons and dressed like
women appearing like captives. Their action may have been a kind of deception but they failed and were defeated by Ibn
Danishmend, and Bohemond and Richard were taken captives. See Matthew of Edessa, 176-177.

2080 See Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 237. According to Matthew of Edessa both Bohemond and Richard wete taken captives by
Danishmend, lord of Sebastea. See Matthew of Edessa, 177, Ibn al-Athir, Kami/ al-Tawarikh, in R.H.C. Or. 1:203, R. B. Yewdale,
Bobemond I, Prince of Antioch (Princeton, 1924), 96, and William of Tyre, I: 451, footnote 49.
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blessed and then to return it to him. Because of his foolishness, Saint-Gilles sent the lance to Alexuis who
made a copy of it and returned it to Saint-Gilles. This was the lance with which the Jews, out of mockery,
pietced an icon in Tiberias from which issued blood and water. End of this account. He who reads let him pray
with affection for the weak ad sinful Mikha'il (Michael), son of Barsoum Urbishoyo. He has written as much as his weakness
can allow these events, whether deficient or complete, in the year 1909 of the Greeks (A.D. 1598) in disorder and confusion.

During the three years in which Tunishman laid siege to Melitene, severe famine took place that one
corn measure (modius, about eight quarts) of zbe Marzuban’s (Margrave) wheat was sold for one dinar.

In the year 1414 (A.D. 1103), conflict was stirred up among the Christians of Melitene and its
environs, and even in Constantinople, regarding Lent. The Sytians and Armenians fasted only eight weeks
and celebrated Easter on April 13, while the Chalcedonians observe it on April 26. When the news arrived
that the Light appeared on the Sepulcher in Jerusalem on April 13, the Greeks began to blaspheme the Light
because it appeared, in truth, only to the Syrians and the Armenians.

In Februaty, in the first week of Lent of the year 1414 (A.D. 1103), an earthquake took place
everywhere. Some attributed it to the controversy over Lent of the year before, and regarded it a sign of
(Divine) wrath.

Shortly after Patriarch Athanasius returned from Baghdad, the rebel Abdun passed away in Hisn
Mansur. He gave instruction to be buried in front of the church’s door in order to be trampled by the
people because he had sinned against the church of God. Patriarch Mor Athanasius assembled the bishops
and they participated in his funeral. The patriarch uttered the prayer of forgiveness. He said that, “Although
he (Abdun) was possessed by the love of leadership and trampled upon the holy canons, yet, because he did
not deviate from the Orthodox faith, we should pray for him that he, a sinner, may be forgiven.”

After Sa’id Bar Sabuni, or, Metropolitan Yuhanon was murdered, and the Turks devastated the city
and its environs, the patriarch ordered Dionysius, son of the Confessor, to come and he ordained him a
bishop for Melitene because he was a learned man and wise. He entered Melitene on 1 December 1413
(A.D. 1002). Dionysius had become a monk in the Monastery of Bar Jaji where he studied under the
Patriarch Mor Yuhanon Bar Shushan who ordained him a bishop for Jubas. However, when Jubas was
ruined by the first attack of the Turks, he came to the Monastery of Abu al-Faraj, who had become a
patriarch, and he ordained him a priest. In his old age, he rewarded him by giving him the see of Melitene.
Seeing that the city was in want of learning, he began to teach the reading of the Holy Scriptures of both
Old and New Testaments, together with the writings of learned men and dialectics and oratory. Afterwards,
the pattiarch ordained Abu Ghalib, brother of Sa’id Bar Sabuni who was murdered in Edessa, a bishop.
Both brothers were famous in religious and profane sciences, and the Syriac and Greek languages, and
disputation with the heretics. In sum, they were the exemplaries of their generation among the Orthodox.
However, despite their wealth of knowledge they were wanting, as it was said, in meekness of heart which is
the source of goodness and the cause of the flourishing of virtues.

Sa’id Bar Sabuni, called Yuhanon, who was ordained a metropolitan for Melitene, was murdered by
Gabriel forty days after his ordination as we have already said***' Abu Ghalib, who was ordained a
metropolitan for Edessa and called Basil, conflicted with the patriarch forty days aftet'his ordination, and
was suspended from service. This conflict disturbed the peace of the church as shall be explained later.

When the Franks seized Antioch, they kept the Greeks away from the great churches and expelled
their clergy. They set up their own patriarch and ordained several bishops: one for Tarsus, a second for
Massisa (Mopsuestia), a third for Edessa, a fourth for the See of Manbij in Duluk (Doliche), a fifth for
Euphemia, and a sixth for Tripoli and Ladhagiyya (Latakia, Laodicea). In addition, they set up other bishops
in Gabbula, Cyrus, Mar'ash, and Harim. Their patriarch in Jerusalem ordained bishops for Bethlehem,
Hebron, Samaria, Yafa (Joppa), Nazareth, Caesarea, Sidon and Beirut. When they occupied Tyre, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem also ordained a bishop for it because the Patriarch of Antioch did not pay them a
subsidy when they demanded it from him for the capture of the city.”**

2081 See above Book Fifteen, Chapter Eight.
2082 This incident caused a dispute between the Latin pattiarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem. See Reinhold Réhricht, Geschichte des
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The first Frankish bishop of Edessa was named Brikha (Benedict)™ who saw in a dream the relics
of St. Addai (Thaddaeus) and Abgar (King Abgar V, Ukomo, the Black) of Edessa who was healed from
leprosy by Thaddaeus, which were discovered inside the coffin of St. John.

Chapter Nine: On the second siege of Amid and the trouble in some of the region in the kingdom
of the Turks during this time; and the trouble in Egypt, Syria and Armenia, and on church affairs

At this time, the Tutks’ rule in Khurasan was firmly established. They coexisted with the Arabs in all
of Athor (Assyria, northern Iraq), al-Jazira, Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia), and Egypt where the Arabs
governed some of these regions. When the Turks were fighting each other in Khurasan, the status of the
Arabs was enhanced. In 1412 of the Greeks (A.D. 1101), the Arab Mula'ib departed Homs and occupied
Afamiyah (Apamea).” In the same year, the Arab Duqaq®™ began to govern in Damascus. In Aleppo
Ridwan ibn Malik Arabi ruled.’®® In 1420, the Arab Umar ibn Salim took hold of Sukarah and Haburah
(Khabur) with the result that warfare ensued between the Arabs and the Turks. However, in Cappadocia
and Bithynia, where there wete no Arabs, the warfare was between the Turks and the Greeks (Byzantines),
ot the Greeks with each other. Sultan Kilij Arslan waged war against Melitene, but was forced to leave it in
order to protect his own country from the Franks, hoping to return and occupy it. However, Tunishman
(Danishmend Ghazi) came and occupied it as we have already said. From this point on an incurable enmity
began between the two (Kilij Arslan and Danishmend) which extended through their generations.

Having felt safe that the Franks would not attack (his country), and after the death of Tunishman
(Malik Ilghazi ibn Danishmend in 1106) in Sebastea who ruled Melitene for two years, Sultan Kilij Arslan
came to Melitene which was then ruled by Aghousin, son of Danishmend.”® He attacked the city on
January 28 and a heated battle took place. He set up mounds on the circular tower in the northern part
pointing towatd the eastern section of the city. When the one (Aghousin) who was inside learned that its fall
was at hand, he asked for a pledge and then delivered it to him. Kilij Arslan entered the city on 2, September
1106.

At this time, a conflict atose between the Turks and the Arabs in the region of Athor (Assyria,
northern Iraq) for the following reason. The Sultan of Khurasan, Ghiyath al-Din***® dispatched Abu Mansur
Jawli (Chavl))™ to challenge the Franks. When Jawli reached Baghdad, he diverted his attention toward
Mosul, which was then ruled by Jekermish.**® When Jekermish learned that Jawli was marching against
Mosul, he fortified the city, gathered his army, and went forth to fight (Jawli). Although he was too weak,
yet he defeated Jawli. He seized him and brought him to Mosul in chains. Few days later Jekermish died and
Jawli gained freedom. He assembled an army in the district of Haburah (Khabur) with the intention of

Kinigreiches Jerusalerr 1100-1291(Innsbruck, 1989, reprinted Amsterdam, Adolf M. Hakkert, 1966), 184.

2083 Accotding to J. B. Chabot, Chronigue de Michel le Syrien, I11: 191, the first Archbishop was Benoit.

2084 Sayf al-Dawla Khalaf ibn Mula'ib al-Kilabi. He was lord of Homs and then Afamiya (present day Qal'at al-Madiq on the
Orontes or al-Asi River) Ibn Mula'ib was engaged in constant warfare with his Muslim neighbors especially the Banu Mungqidh,
lords of Shayzar. See Ibn al-Athir, Kami/ al-Tawarikh, in RH.C. Or. I: 232-234; Abu al-Fida, at-Mukbtasar fi Akbbar al-Bashar, in
RH.C Or. I: 8-9; Ibn al-Qalanisi, Dhay/ Tarikh Dimashg, 149-150 of the Arabic text and 72-73 of the English translation; Ibn
Taghti Birdi, @~-Nujum al-Zabira, in RH.C.Or. 11L: 594; Usama ibn Mungqidh, Kitab al-I'tibar, 83, 125, and the English translation by
Philip Hitti under the title An Arab Syrian Warrior in the Period of the Crusades:Memoirs of Usama ibn Mungidh (NewYork: Columbia
University Press,1929), 156-157.

2085 Shams al-Muluk Duqagq, son of Tutush was a Seljuk Turk and not an Arab. He ruled Damascus from 1095-1104).

2086 Ridwan, a Seljuk Turk, was another son of Tutush. He ruled Aleppo from 1095 to 1131.

2087 There is an apparent confusion about the name Aghousin. The author used the name of Aghousin or Aghusian earlier for
Yaghi Siyan, ruler of Antioch. In this context he says that Aghousin is the son of Tunishman (Danishmend) who was ruling
Melitene. The correct name must be Malik II-Ghazi ibn Danishmend, whom the author said eatlier that he had occcupied
Melitene in 1102. Bar Hebreaus who follows our author closely does not mention the name of Aghousin. From the context we
learn that he was Malik I1-Ghazi. See Bar Hebraeus, Chronggraphy, 239 and The Anonymous Edessan, 63-64 and 83.

2088 Muhammad Ghiyath al-Dunya wa al-Din, Abu Shuja’, son of Malikshah, Seljuk sultan 1105-1118.

2089 Jawli Saqawa, or Chavli Saqaveh, Turkish governor at Mosul till 1108.

209 Shams al-Dawlah Jekermish or Chiikiirmish, Turkish governor at Mosul, d. 1106.
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returning to Mosul whose people had set up Jerkermish’s son as their ruler. They were afraid that they were
unable to withstand Jawli, and when they heard that Kilij Arslan was reigning in Melitene, they sent a
delegation asking him to come and they would deliver the city to him. Kilij Arslan proceeded (to Mosul) and
crossed the Euphrates. When the rulers of the towns of Beth Nahrin (Mesopotamia), who were Turks from
the clan of Artuk, heard of the coming of the Sultan, they were scared, and rushed to pay him homage. They
were Ibn Shafik of Hisn Ziyad, Abraham (Inal) of Amid, and Ghazi (Ilghazi son of Artuk) of Mardin. Upon
seeing them, Jawli did not go down to Mosul. Kilij Arslan, however, entered Mosul and ruled it and Jawli
ruled in Rehabout (al-Rahba). When the sultan learned this, he came with a huge army to fight Jawli. A
fierce battle was fought on the bank of the River Khabur, but dissension occurred within the ranks of the
sultan’s force caused by the machination of enemies, and the sultan’s troops deserted him and fled. He
remained alone fighting with prodigious valor, and tried to cross the river but was drowned because of the
heavy armor he was wearing. Then Jawli ruled Mosul and Nisibin. He persecuted his opponents severely,
collected abundant wealth, and returned to Khurasan. Then Ghazi Najm al-Din (he is the same Ilghazi son
of Artuk) left Mardin and seized Nisibin.”"

In the year 1417 (A.D. 1106), during the first week of Lent, a comet appeared in the west with its tail
pointing to the east. It remained from the evening until the end of the night.

After they seized Palestine and expelled the Egyptians, the Franks came to Hebron, and built a
magnificent church. It was revealed to some of those who fasted and prayed that the cave Abraham had
bought contained tombs of three Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob). They (Franks) ornamented it with
marvelous edifices.””

As to the cause of the disturbance that occurred in our church in this period, it was as follows: After
ordaining Bar Sabuni a metropolitan for Edessa, the patriarch demanded from him and from the Edessans
the copies of the Gospels that belonged to the patriarchate. However, the copies had fallen into the hands
of Bar Abdun who left them in Edessa’as a pawn against the money he exacted from the Edessans to bribe
the rulers at that time. When the patriarch demanded to have them back, Abu Ghalib Bar Sabuni and the
Edessans who were present at his ordination promised, that upon their return to Edessa, they would send
the Gospels studded with gold and silver to the patriarch. Bar Sabuni wrote down in his own hand that if he
did not deliver the Gospels, he would have no more authority to serve the episcopate. However, when he
was ordained and went his own way, he refused to deliver them. His pretext was that the nobles of Edessa
forbade him to deliver them. This was the beginning of the conflict. The patriarch suspended Bar Sabuni
saying to him, “Since you have determined and wrote down in your own hand, you are suspended by God.
From now on, you have no authority to serve, or be called a chief priest.” Bar Sabuni apologized that there
was nothing to forbid him to serve because he did not get hold of the copies of the Gospels by his own will.
Moreover, the Edessans split into two groups: one group supporting the patriarch against the metropolitan
(Bar Sabuni); the other group agitated the metropolitan and encouraged his recalcitrance.

Chapter Ten: On this period where the affliction of Melitene intensified following the death of the
Sultan (Kilij Arslan); the growth of the Franks’ power, and their dissension and troubles; the rise of
a new Turkish chief in Khurasan, and his coming to al-Ruha (Edessa), and the deterioration of
church affairs

When the news of the death of Sultan Kilij Arslan arrived, they (his men) appointed his young son
called Tughrul Arslan (a sultan) in his place in Melitene.”” In addition, they appointed as his regent an old

209 See Bar Hebraeus, Tarikh Mukbiasar al-Duwal., 197-198, and his Chronography, 239-241; Ibn al-Athir, a/-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, in
R.H.C Or. 1. 224-225 and 240-242, and Said Abd al-Fattah Ashur, a/-Haraka al-Salibiyya, 1 (Cairo, 1963): 414-416.

2092 See William of Tyre, I: 340 and II: 346.

2093 According to the chronological and genealogical table of the dynasty of the Seljuk or Rum, there is an interrugnum of six years
between the death of Sulayman in 1086 and 1092 the year his son Kilij Arslan Dawud assumed power. At the death of his father,
Kilij Arslan was still an infant and hence the interrugnum of years just mentioned. After the death of Kilij Arslan in 1107, or in
1106, according to Stanley Lane-Poole, Kilij Arslan was succeeded by his son Malikshah I, who ruled until 1116. See Stanley Lane-
Poole, Mubammadan Dynasties Chronological and Genealogical Tables with Historical Introductions, New York: Ungar Publishing Co.,
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man named Phazmish together with another person named Aslan. The mother of the little boy plotted with
Aslan who killed Phazmish and married her. Aslan perpetrated heinous crimes against the people of the city
including collecting gold with the pretext of preparing to oppose the Rum (Byzantines). When the wife (of
Kilij Arslan) learned this, she plotted with her son, arrested Aslan and cast him into prison until he was
thought to be dead. A year later, they brought him out and sent him to the sultan (Sultan Ghiyath al-Din in
Khurasan).

Kilij Arslan had three other grown up sons: Arab, Shahanshah and Mas'ud. Arab was killed by the
Amir Ghazi the Danishmend and Shahanshah was proclaimed a sultan. He had his brother Mas'ud chained -
and cast into prison. He went to see King (Emperor) Alexius in Constantinople. The commander of his
army revolted against him, released Mas'ud, and his men and set up Ghazi, son of Danishmend, a sultan. As
Shahanshah left Constantinople laden with gold, they (the sons of Danishmend) ambushed him, captured
him and gouged out his eyes.””*

When the Franks saws that the Turks were fighting each other, they were emboldened, and
Bohemond marched to occupy Ablastain and the district of Jihan. The entire region of Melitene was subject
to him. In Edessa, huge crowds gathered to express their joy for the victory (of Bohemond). The Franks,
howevet, quarreled for many days over the possession of the country and the division of cities. As they were
quarreling, the Turks gathered to fight them, and the Franks departed while still opposing each other over
the division of the regions.”® When they reached Harran, the people welcomed them and handed them the
keys of the city, but Baldwin (II, of Le Bourg), governor of Edessa, did not receive the keys although Harran
was part of his share. He feared that the Turks might spoil it and kill its inhabitants. Therefore, they (the
Franks) departed the city. Their disagreement became more intensive because they did not enter Harran but
left in it their families. When they encountered the Turks, they were defeated, and Baldwin and Joscelin
were captured and sent to Mosul®®® Tancred fled to Edessa and Richard (of the Principate of Salerno,
cousin of Bohemond) was appointed as its governor. These events took place in the year 1414 (A.D. 1103
(more correctly 1104) on the Balikh River which springs from Paddan Aram and pours into the River
Euphrates near al-Raqqa (Callinicus), where a masjid of the Muslims was built and called Bayt Abraham (the
House of Abraham).””

Richard afflicted bittetly the people of Edessa and then departed for Antioch without attempting to
rescue Joscelin because of the conflict between him and Joscelin.®®® However, people from Tell Bashir
agreed with the Turks on ransom money. They enteted the prison as hostages until Joscelin could go and
return with the ransom money, but they readily made a hole in the house where they were imprisoned and
escaped. Thus, Joscelin went without ransom while the amount of seventy thousand dinars was fixed for the
ransom of Baldwin. Joscelin took thirty thousand of gold to the fortress of Ja'bar and offered himself as

1965}, p. 155.

2094 Bar Hebracus offers a somehow different variant of the narrative. He mentions that when Kilij Arslan gained control of
Mosul he made his son Malikshah, then a boy of eleven years old, a 'king' of that city. His mother was with him. A little later, Bar
Hebraceus says that Bazmish took the wife of Kilij Arslan from Mosul and went to Melitene where he proclaimed Tughrul Arslan,
the little son of Kilij Arslan, a king. We may infer from Bar Hebraeus that Bazmish took young Malikshah to Sultan Ghiyath al-
Din Muhammad in Khurasan, and that the sultan sent Malikshah to Melitene and had him procalimed "king." The sultan had
dismissed Tughrul Arslan and imprisoned him with his other two brothers Mas'ud and Arab. The question is what became of
Malikshah who was set up a "king"' in Mosul by his father Kilij Arslan after the death of the latter in 1107? Bar Hebraeus gives no
explanation. See Bar Hebraeus, Chronggraphy, 243. '

2095 The Anonymous Edessan explains lucidly the disagreement between the leaders of the Franks. See The Anonymous Edessan,
78-79 and 88. '

209 See Reinhold Réhricht, Geschichte des Kinigreiches Jernsalem 1100-1291 (Innsbruck, 1989, reprinted Amsterdam, Adolf M.
Hakkert, 1966), 49.

2097 The Anonymous Edessan, 88-90, Matthew of Edessa, 191-193, gives a slightly different account of the conflict between the
Franks and the Turks at Harran; William of Tyre I, 456-459, gives the impression that the leaders of the Franks were united in
their intention of capturing Harran.

2098 The Anonymous Edessan, 90-91, has nothing good to say about Richard. He says that Richard was evil, oppressor, tyrannical
and greedy; Matthew of Edessa, 193, 199. )
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ransom for the rest, and had Baldwin released. When the sultan of Mosul (Jawli, Chavli Saqaveh) learned
that Joscelin had offered himself as ransom and returned to prison, he was surprised and wanted to see him
because he had not seen him before. He only heard that he was of handsome stature. Joscelin went to
Mosul. When the sultan saw him he deducted-ten thousand dinars from Baldwin’s ransom, and Joscelin
prostrated with his face to the ground. For this reason, the sultan deducted another ten thousand dinars
from the ransom, and both he and Joscelin sat down to enjoy a delectable meal. In the morning, the sultan
went out with his army. He took Joscelin’s atms and ordered him to ride with him. When the sultan
witnessed Joscelin's comeliness and bravery, he and all his people were astounded. He absolved him from
the rest of Baldwin's ransom, and Joscelin returned jubilantly.””” Upon his release from captivity, Baldwin
went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem. He atrived in the city on Wednesday of the Sha'anin (Palm Sunday Week),
in the year 1117, and found that King Baldwin I (of Jerusalem) had fallen off his horse. When he realized
that Baldwin was dying, he commanded that he, Baldwin II, (of Lebourg), his nephew and governor of
Edessa, become a king in his place. (Baldwin I died on April 2, 118) Indeed, since he arrived (in Jerusalem)
without a previous appointment, all people believed that his choosing (as king of Jerusalem) was by God,
and they rejoiced. He was proclaimed (a king) on Tuesday, April 9 of Passion Week, and he gave Edessa to
. the mighty Joscelin.”'®

In this time, some shrewd Armenians noticed that the Turks invaded the regions of Edessa and
reached its walls. They connived with them and made them enter one of the fortresses. They believed that
the Turks would occupy the city in any event because it had no leader. However, God, in his mercy, brought.
Joscelin at this time. When he saw the Turks in the fortress, he entered it alone wearing his armor. He
placed a skin of wine over his head to protect it from the stones hurled by the Turks. Upon ascending the
fortress, Joscelin killed thirty men by the sword while others threw themselves down. He cut off the ladders
made of linen by the sword and those who were climbing them fell down to death. Thus, Joscelin saved the
city.

Prior to this time, that is in the year 1421 (A.D. 1110), a commander called Mama Dawud marched
out of Khurasan at the head of a hundred thousand ﬁghnng men. He besieged Edessa for nine months but
the Franks challenged them, and they fled.*'"

In the year 1419 (A.D. 1108), light was seen at midnight in the country of Jihan like sunshine. It
remained for three hours. On April 4 of the same year, the disc of the sun was covered by dense darkness
like turbid cinder and lasted for twelve days. Its darkness intensified from the first morning hour to the third
hout, then in the tenth hout, it gradually abated and a faint light appeared. In the following three hours, the
disc of the sun turned into a fiery mass and never shone with light. On May 25, it was dark for three hours.
On June 1, 2 comet was seen whose tail extended like a lance toward the east. It remained for fifteen days,
and every day it moved forward. In September of that year, a violent earthquake took place, and several
regions were devastated.

Bar Sabuni,”'” who was still suspended from service, behaved in an insolent manner, ordaining
priests and deacons. This outraged the patriarch who severely constrained him. Because of Bar Sabuni’s
action, the entire church and the dioceses wetre distutbed. Edessa was especially disturbed because its
Frankish governor supported the metropolitan (Bar Sabuni). Many times the presbyters and the faithful
nobles of the city, together with some Franks, sent delegations to the patriarch to pray for him (pardon
him), but he did not consent. Finally, Dionysius, metropolitan of Melitene, accompanied by seventy faithful

209 'The Anonymous Edessan, 91-92, Matthew of Edessa, 193, 199 and 201, Ibn al-Athir, A/Kami! fi al-Tarikh, in RH.C. Or.I:
261, Aliyyah Abd al-Sami al-Janzuri, Imarat al-Ruba al-Sakbiyya (Cairo, 1975), 104-105, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 500.

2100 Matthew of Edessa, p. 221 with slight difference.

2101 ‘The reference here is to Sharaf al-Din Mawdud al-Tuwayniki, atabeg of Mosul, (d. 1113), whom William of Tyre calls Menduc.
He desctibes him as "a powerful prince of illustrious birth." See William of Tyre, I: 493, and Reinhold Rohricht, Geschichte des
Kénigreiches Jerusalem 1100-1291ext, 1966), 89, 96; The Anonymous Edessan, 93-94, Matthew of Edessa, 203-204, and Matti Moosa,
The Crasades, 503-505.

2102 The reference here is to Bishop Basilius Abu Ghalib Bar Sabuni. See Ignatius Aphram I Barsoum, The Scattered Pearls,
translated by Matti Moosa, 424.
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men went to the patriarch at the Monastery of Mor Barsoum. They fell with their faces at his feet saying,
“We will not raise our faces off the ground until you have prayed for the metropolitan of Edessa.” Still, the
patriarch would not consent. Then the bishops assembled and presented to him an appeal. The pattiarch
said to them, “Come all of you in April and let (Bar Sabuni) come also, and in Easter, a council will
assemble to absolve him.” With this pretext, he sent them empty handed. In fact, he never assembled a
council or pardoned Bar Sabuni. On the contrary, he deposed the aged, Bar Modyana (son of the
confessor), for supporting Bar Sabuni. Dionysius, metropolitan of Melitene, served the episcopacy for
twelve years. He taught, regulated and introduced to it sound customs. He enriched it with knowledge used
until this day from generation to generation, and when the patriarch ousted him from it, he held his peace.

The reason the patriarch did not assemble a council as he had promised was this: When the patriatch
rejected the bishops’ appeal and they departed in despair, Dionysius, metropolitan of Melitene, Timothy,
bishop of Qallisura, and Iyawannis, bishop of Jihan, determined in writing that if a council was assembled
by the patriarch as he promised, they will absolve Bar Sabuni. If he did not assemble a council, Bar Sabuni
would be free and exonerated. When the patriarch heard this, he was wrathful against the bishops and did
not convene a council. In fact, he took (the diocese of) Melitene from Bar Modyana, (son of the confessor),
metropolitan of Jubas, and ordained Elisha, archimandrite of the Barid Monastery, a bishop, and called him
Iyawannis. Elisha arrived in Melitene in November 1425 (A.D. 1114). The governor demanded from him
money and the city (congtegation) paid him two hundred dinars, and so they accepted him. Soon, however,
they rejected him when they discovered that he was a wine bibber. End of the narrative.

Chapter Eleven: On the destruction of Mar'ash (Germanicia) by earthquake; Belek the Turk and
the appearance in this period of a group of Armenians like Basil the thief, and Tadrus (Theodore),
Leon and Constantine. Also, on secular and ecclesiastical matters

We record here lucidly an account of the Armenians who in this petiod ruled fortified places of
Cilicia and Syria.

When the Greeks (Byzantines) wrested from the Arabs some cities in Cappadocia, Armenia and
Syria, they brought a great number of people from Grand Armenia, and they settled in these regions and
multiplied. Some of them moved to Constantinople and others to Egypt. When the Turks left Khurasan and
scattered throughout these regions, the Greeks became greatly weakened, and their kingdom vanished in
Syria, Cappadocia, and Armenia. It was then that Armenians infiltrated these regions and fortified
themselves in the hard to penetrate rugged mountains.

In these mountains of Cilicia were two brothers, sons of Constantine, son of Rafan (Roupen). In
the mountain neighboring the Monastery of Mot Barsoum in the district of Samosata were settled
Constantine, Tabtouk (Tavtoug, or Tavid (David) in Armenian), and Christopher, sons of Sabal (Sanbil)
who were Syrians. When the Armenians controlled Gargar, Constantine, Michael and Wanis (Ohannes)
mingled with them in Gargar, Gout (Gavtai) and Babila (Beth Bula). In Kesum, Ra'ban and the mountains
of Zubar were settled Kogh Basil (Vasil), Dgha Vasil and a woman, Kogh Basil, who was the wet nurse of
the boy Dgha Vasil (adopted son of Kogh Vasil) and not his mother.”” They had a guardian named
Kourtig, a wicked man who hated the Syrians.”’* He was the one who exerted pressure on the wife of Kogh
Basil and usurped the Red Monastery from the Syrians near Kesum, which belonged to our Syrian
community for generations. They expelled the Syrian monks and gave the monastery to the Catholicos
Krikor (Gtegorius) and the Armenian monks. In addition, Kourtig expelled the (Syrian) monks from the
five monasteries in Zubar known as the Monasteties of Beth Qinaya (The Reed Monasteries) which were
populated by many monks. He evicted other monks from the fortress of ‘Arnish and stationed in their place

2103 According to Matthew of Edessa, Dgha Vasil was the adopted son of Kogh Vasil. The woman referred to in this context was
the widow of Kogh Vasil. See Matthew of Edessa, 211, and Matti Moosa, The Crusades, 511.
2104 See Bar Hebraeus, Chronography, 246.
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